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and street thugs to its ranks. It also has 
close links with the Loyalist terrorist 
group, the Ulster Defence Association, 
especially in the West Midlands and 
London. In 1998 the English UDA leader, 
Frank Portinari, was guest speaker at the 
NF annual rally. Terry Blackham, the 
party's National Organiser, was convicted 
for four years in 1994 after trying to 
smuggle guns and a grenade launcher 
into Belfast. 

While the NF has attracted some of the 
more violent elements of the British right, 
the party as a whole is less ideological 
than the BNP. Its propoganda is usually 
confined to crass racism rather than out- 
bursts against Jewish control. 

However, in 1999, life-long nazi, Eddie 
Morrison, became its leader and his pres- 
ence increased the national socialism on 
its website and bulletins. This did not find 
favour with the London activists, 
tered around Blackham, and has recently 
has been forced to resign his position. 
Blackham wants the NF to concentrate 





on opposing asylum seekers and support 


for the Loyalists. 

Another leading member of the NF is 
Stuart Hollingsdale, who, in 1998, was 
sent to prison for smashing up the 
Stephen Lawrence memorial plaque. 
‘The main areas of operation for the NF 
are Kent, South East London, Surrey, 
Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire, 


West Yorkshire and the Black Country 


region of the West Midlands. 


To find out about Britain’s nazis, 
contact Searchlight on 020 7681 8660 





International 
Third Position 


Despite having fewer than 100 activists, 
the ITP is one of the most active groups 
in Britain. Combining Catholic funda- 
mentalism and Italian fascism, the ITP’ 
operations are heavily financed by the 
convicted Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore. 
The ITP is aggressivly homophobic and 
one of the few truly international fascist 
organisations in existance, with strong 
support in Eastern Europe. 











Combat 18 


The most violent group on the British 
nazi right. Formed in 1992, its support 
has declined from a high of 500 followers 
in 1995 to little more than 50 today. In 
1997 three of its supporters were impris- 
oned for sending letter bombs to 
London. In recent years it has formed 
close ties with the Loyalist Volunteer 
Force and elements of the Ulster Defence 
Association. 

Most of its present activities centre 
around attacking Irish demonstrations in 
London and holding skinhead music 
concerts. 


Blood he Ponour 


Blood & Honour 


The umbrella organisation that brings 
together nazi bands and their skinhead 
followers. Normally attracts between 200 
and 350 supporters to gigs, held mainly 
in the East Midlands, though a concert in 
September 2000 drew in over 500 people. 
Altogether there are 13 nazi bands within 
Blood and Honour, with support mainly 
from South and West London, East 
Midlands, and South Wales. 

Blood and Honour produces a magazine 
by the same name. 


The international anti-fascist monthly 





Editorial 


| Britain welcomes you 


The bombing of the offices of the left-wing IJ Manifesto 
newspaper in Italy, by a member of the fascist Forza 


| Nuova, carries disturbing echoes of the period from the 


late 1960s to the early 1980s when fascist terrorists tried 
to bring Italian democracy to its knees. Italian magis- 
trates wanted to question some fascists who subse- 
quently settled in Britain in the 1980s in connection 
with one of the worst atrocities, the Bologna bombing in 
1980, in which 85 people died. These fascists did not lie 
low when they arrived. Instead, they carried on organis- 


_ ing and influenced sections of the National Front. It was 


too much to expect the intelligence services to try and 
prevent them from being active, or even entering the 
country; instead they courted them. 

Allowing wanted fascists into Britain was nothing 
new. A report on page 16 shows how at the end of the 
Second World War thousands of Ukrainians from the 
14th SS division were allowed into Britain, many to set- 
tle permanently, despite the fact that some undoubtedly 
committed war crimes. Again, many carried on their 
political activities, often in the form of spying against 
their old enemy, the Soviet Union. According to a report 
in The Scotsman last month, the Lithuanian Antanas 
Gecas, who has never faced prosecution despite a 
wealth of evidence against him, not only worked for the 
intelligence services but also passed information on 
Scottish trade unionists to Special Branch. 

Anew book published in Chile last month claims that 


’ General Augusto Pinochet was saved from extradition 


from Britain to Spain to face charges after Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and President Eduardo Frei of Chile 
came up with a plan to enable his return to Chile. As 
Blair could not be seen to be going against the judicial 
process, the Home Secretary granted the former dicta- 
tor’s freedom on discretionary humanitarian grounds 
after a much-criticised medical report. The unwilling- 
ness of the British government to see the former dictator 
brought to account for the Chilean “disappeared” can be 
measured by the fact that if they wanted justice, they 
would have charged Pinochet in Britain under the UN 
Convention against Torture, rather than merely respond 
to an initiative by a Spanish court. 

Britain is not always a welcoming place for foreigners, 
but the message is now clear: if you massacred Jews in 
the East during the 1940s, were associated with acts of 
terror in southern Europe from the 1960s onwards, or 
led a regime in Latin America which “disappeared” hun- 
dreds of its citizens in the 1970s, whether your stay be 
short or long, Britain welcomes you. 
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Portrait of a bomber 


A bomb that destroyed the offices of an Italian left-wing daily paper last 
December was planted by a member of Roberto Fiore’s fascist 

third positionist group, Forza Nuova, reports Gerry Gable. The Italian police 
anti-terrorist section, DIGOS, is now calling for the FN to be banned and its 
bank accounts in Rome and London to be seized. 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































station in August 1980, taking the lives of 85 peo- 

ple including two young Britons and injuring over 
200 more, Searchlight has dedicated itself to tracking 
down the organisations and individuals who have tried 
to destabilise Italy in the postwar years. With the pro- 
tection of MI6, Fiore and a core group of activists of his 
Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR) arrived in London 
in the early 1980s and were allowed to build up a multi- 
million pound business empire as a cover and financial 
source for their ongoing political work. 

Their agenda in Britain included the collapse of the 
once powerful National Front, the dispatch of key NF 
activists to Libya, the formation of the International 
Third Position and possibly the murder of one of the 
ITP’s financial benefactors a year ago in order to get 
their hand on the rest of the assets. Despite constant 
exposures in Searchlight, the national media and a tele- 
vision documentary, and numerous attempts by MPs to 
demand and end to their protection by MI6, they 
remain free to carry on their terrorist activities. 

Despite Andreas Insabato’s long history of terrorist 
activities, the only person he managed to injure with his 
bomb at the offices of [1 Manifesto was himself. 
Insabato, 42, has been an active and violent terrorist 
since the mid 1970s, when a number of young middle- 
class men and women were moving from the major 
postwar fascist party in Italy, the MSI, into groups which 
had their ideological roots in Latin America. The son of 
a liberal magistrate, he shared the same social back- 
ground as many of his contemporaries on the 1970s 
Italian fascist scene. 

Insabato became a footsoldier in the war against 
democracy in postwar Italy, being conducted by senior 
members of the Christian Democrats, which for many 
years ruled Italy, along with elements of the Secret 
Service, Mafia bosses, reactionaries in the Vatican, the 
CIA and NATO, all of which came together in the secret 
P2 lodge of Freemasons. Insabato was guided towards 
terrorism first against the left and trade unions and later 
the public at large. 

The Communist Party headquarters in Rome was one 
of his targets in the mid-1970s, when Insabato and his 
comrades drove past the building firing shots. At that 
time one of his closest comrades was Francesco Storace, 
then a thug, now the Member of Parliament for the 
Lazio Region around Rome. His days as an MP for 
Gianfranco Fini’s fascist Alleanza Nazionale have been 
no less violent, with assaults on the floor of Parliament. 

Storace and other AN MPs have leapt to Fiore’s 
defence and were instrumental in obtaining permission 
for Fiore’s political and business partner, Massimo 
Morsello, to return home from Britain on the grounds 
that he was terminally ill, although his conviction for 
terrorism was not spent. Morsello’s illness has not pre- 
vented him being active on the streets. 

Morsello is one of the organisers of the thuggish 
Hammerskins, which is financed by Fiore’s London 
businesses. Morsello also runs the FN music scene, 
which comprises bands and two record companies, 
Rupa Tarpea and Londinium SPQR. Both are registered 
in Rome but Londinium’s manager, Francesco Pallitino, 
lives in London. 

By 1977 Insabato was facing trial charged with an 
attempt to reconstitute the Italian Fascist movement, 
which was constitutionally banned after 1943. Three 
years later he was back in court on charges of possess- 
ing a weapon. By this time he was firmly in contact with 
Fiore and others who had created the Third Position in 
Italy with the NAR as its activist wing. 

In the period immediately after the Bologna bombing 
he fled, only to be caught and held for three years in 
preventive detention. He was acquitted in 1985 in one 
of several trials that took place over a number of years 
following the Bologna bombing. In 1990 he paid two 
visits to London apparently plugged into the 


Ss: THE bomb that shattered Bologna railway 


Fiore/Morsello business empire. He returned to Rome 
to set up an English language video store, which went 
bankrupt after a year. 

In 1992 Insabato received an 18-month suspended 
prison sentence for his anti-Jewish actions on football 
terraces. Lazio FC, whose Ultras fan club is presided 
over by Storace, must have made him feel at home. 

Insabato returned to London for six months in 1996, 
working for Fiore as a “doorman”. He was almost cer- 
tainly here when Fiore and Morsello staged a jazz con- 
cert at a West End hotel, starring Mussolini’s son, at 
which their thugs beat up anti-fascist protesters. 
According to bank documents seized by the police 
Insabato was paid £250 a week. 

Returning to Italy he was running back and forth to 
the Balkans. When war broke out he concealed himself 
inside the peace movement opposing the war. 

Documentary evidence shows that Fiore paid 
Insabato a retainer of £100 a month, but as most of 
Fiore’s workers were paid cash in hand this is not a reli- 
able indicator of his true earnings. Interviewed after the 
Il Manifesto bomb, Fiore denied all knowledge of 
Insabato. However it is clear from the cheque payments 
that they are close and the Italian police now say that 
Insabato is a fully registered member of the FN. 

The present rise of far-right terrorism started when 
Fiore returned to Italy from London in 1999. Late that 
year an academic, who was advising the centre-left gov- 
ernment, was assassinated in a style reminiscent of the 
NAR killings of the 1970s and 1980s. Around the same 
time, a number of bombings were followed by calls pur- 
porting to come from anarchists or the left, but which 
the police laid firmly at the door of the FN. 

Last year a bomb went off in Rome at the Museum 
dedicated to the Resistance to Mussolini fascism. A sec- 
ond bomb was placed at a cinema showing a documen- 
tary on Eichmann, at which the Israeli ambassador was 
the guest of honour. The bomb was discovered by the 
police and disarmed. After investigation the police 
arrested Giuliano Castellino, a man closely linked to the 
EN. As a result the police extended their existing inves- 
tigation into the Hammerskins and its wide interna- 
tional links and started looking at the newly formed FN. 

DIGOS received good cooperation not only from 
Searchlight but from Special Branch in London. At that 
time Special Branch was trying to boot out a number of 
fascist criminals sheltering here, who had been con- 
victed abroad of crimes ranging from bank robberies to 
the killing of police officers. Some of these fascist crim- 
inals were linked with Fiore and the other long-term 
fascist exiles. Some were deported to Italy; others 
walked away scot free because their convictions were 
too long ago. 

On 16 December last year a bomb placed on the roof 
of Milan Cathedral failed to explode. DIGOS stepped up 
its efforts, discounting the phoned claim that the bomb 
had been planted by anarchists. 

Concern was also being raised over the FN’s associa- 
tion with Horst Mahler, a former Baader-Meinhof ter- 
rorist, and Udo Voigt, of the German National 
Democratic Party, which faces a possible ban because 
of its own close associations with bombers. Both 
Germans have attended meetings alongside Fiore and 
other FN leaders in Italy and Germany. 

Two weeks before the I] Manifesto bombing, Ricardo 
Baggio, the FN chief in Padova, was held with three 
other FN members after police raided a bomb factory. 
They found guns and ammunition, pipe bombs and 
enough explosive to destroy the block had it gone off. 

Insabato was already on the DIGOS watch list after he 
appeared late in 1999 on a platform with Fiore at an 
anti-abortion rally and again at a similar rally last 
spring. 

During the visit of Jorg Haider, the Austrian fascist 
leader, to the Vatican last December, Insabato was pho- 
tographed carrying two flags. On the same day he had 
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been recorded on television giving out FN leaflets. The 
EN was expressing noisy public support for Haider and 
attacking the government and the Jewish community. 

In the early morning of 22 December, a police tele- 
phone tap picked up a call between Fiore and Insabato. 
It is also believed that Insabato was captured on video 
near the J] Manifesto offices in the company of a lead- 
ing Rome EN official. Security cameras record him 
arriving on a scooter, later recovered near the bombed 
building, with a pillion rider. After the explosion, which 
left Insabato with his legs shattered, there was specula- 
tion that as many as three people were seen running 
away. 

Insabato's life was probably saved by the first aid 
given to him by those he had come to kill. Despite 
Fiore’s denial of all knowledge of Insabato, within 
hours, Stephano Fiore, Roberto’s lawyer brother, had 
taken Insabato’s case free of charge. 

Calling for an immediate ban on the FN, UCIGOS, a 
section of DIGOS, showed the Italian Parliamentary 
Commission on Terrorism evidence gathered in Italy, 
London and elsewhere on Fiore’s political, financial 
and criminal operations. Calls for the seizure of Fiore’s 
bank accounts will come as an embarrassment to the 
Charity Commissioners in England, who recently 
unfroze the accounts of Fiore’s British charities, despite 
recognising that there was a political link between 
them and the ITP. 

UCIGOS officers revealed that several terrorists have 
benefited from Fiore’s largesse. Possibly the most noto- 
rious is Franco Freda, who bombed the Piazza Fontana 
in the late 1960s. He has appeared in court several times 
in connection with the bombing, the latest occasion 
being in 1995. At that time he received £3,000 towards 
his costs by means of a cheque drawn on Meeting Point, 
one of Fiore’s and Morsello’s London businesses. 

Meeting Point also made payments to Fabrizio Croce 
and Duilio Canu, two fascist criminals running the 
Hammerskins. Canu is now the FN’s Milan organiser. 
Others put in funds included Davide Sante Petrini, 
Rosario Lasdica and Francesco Bianchi. Bianchi 
severely beat up a reporter from La Stampa who dared 
to try and ask Fiore a question after the J] Manifesto 
bombing. 

The Italian police have warned that Fiore and his 
chums may try to destabilise the investigation into 
them by giving journalists false trails to follow. 

One story circulating is that they were paid by MI6. 
While Searchlight has always maintained that they were 
protected as a reward for services rendered, no money 
was handed over because Fiore had enough from illicit 
sources and from his growing business empire. Another 
story doing the rounds is that Fiore stole the funds of 
the Third Position in Italy, when he fled around the time 
of the Bologna bombing. 

UCIGOS has countered these rumours by alleging it 
has evidence that Fiore has received help from the 
Molinari drinks empire, producers of Sambuca, and 
from sources close to known Mafia figures or opera- 
tions. 

UCIGOS also believes preparations were under way 
for a private army of fascists to go onto the streets to 
attack prostitutes, abortionists and refugees. It 
describes the FN as existing on two level: one which it 
cynically describes as the “unarmed parliamentary 
wing”; the other a full-blown terrorist outfit. 

Fiore is now likely to return to London. He probably 
thinks that any extradition proceedings would be long 
and drawn out. But the fact that he has signed cheques 
in favour of a series of terrorists, drawn on bank 
accounts held in Britain, would provide grounds to send 
him packing, in the view of some lawyers. 

In the meantime one must hope the Italian authori- 
ties can keep Insabato alive, as in the past the shadowy 
people behind Italian terrorism have been known to 
shut the mouths of vital witnesses. 
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Gabriella Mercadini 
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Below right 
Roberto Fiore (left) 
and Massimo 
Morsello lead a Forza 
Nuova march last 
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dogs”. He seems alert even if his bones are sticking 
_ of his flesh. Guido touches my face, and I touch his. 
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IT IS twelve o'clock on Friday 22 December and noth- 
ing is happening. The third coffee from the machine, 
the papers, the usual notes from the editor warning 
everybody that the staff meeting is, as always, at 
twelve. Nobody is on time. Riccardo, the editor, is 
looking at me from behind the desk. “Zanini, nothing 
is happening. How we are going to put together the 
paper today?” 

Around 15 people are at the paper at this time. 
Riccardo is entering his office, the editorial office, very 
small like the others but with a little sofa, acquired 
from someone who was moving house. Galapagos, 
Roberto and Antonio are on the other side of the corri- 
dor, in the economic section. They are far from the old 
wooden entrance door. Tommaso is in the foreign sec- 
tion, again quite far from the door. 

Bruna is in the archive room, a heavy iron cabinet 
full of papers in front of the second door, which opens 
onto the stairs. 1 am standing in front of the main 
door. Giuseppina and Benedetto are in the cultural 
section, which is another room with a door that opens 
onto the stairs, but like in the archive room, that door 
too is blocked by a heavy cabinet full of books. Lia and 
Pupa are at reception, the first room after the main 
door. Stefano is sorting out the mail: he is standing 
right next to the main door. 

In the lobby outside the paper's third-floor office 
Guido is waiting for me, leaning on the main door. He 
does not want to come in because, he says, “We'll 
never be able to chat in peace, the phone always ring- 
ing, the comrades talking to you”. I go out. One of the 
two lifts is busy, the other broken for months. We walk 
down the stairs, quickly. It is eighteen minutes past 
twelve. 

The explosion is so loud that it is hard to work out 
where it comes from. The doorwoman is screaming, a 
look of terror on her face. The sound of broken glass is 
all around us. When the rain of stones and dust ends 
the only sound is a broken voice coming from 
upstairs. “Help, help”. The lift is on the fourth floor and 
there it will stay, the electricity has been cut. We 
immediately start going back upstairs. 

Two young girls are running down the stairs. On the 
first floor there is glass all over the place, the dust 
begins to work its way into my nose. On the second 
floor all the windows are gone and bits of wall and 
ceiling are scattered all around. On the corner, at the 
end of the corridor, are pieces of ceiling and bricks 
and above it a hole which turns my stomach. On top 
of that hole, I know, is the paper’s main door. 

A few more steps and we are on the third floor. It’s 
black pitch. We cannot see anything not even with the 
lighter. Dust is everywhere, the smell of explosive is 
strong. The blast has bent the lift doors. Lying in front 
of the doors is a moaning dusty shape. His clothes are 
in pieces, his hair grey. We do not recognise him, 
damn it, maybe is one of us. Maurizio Ferrini (from 


We are OK. Nobody else seems hurt. | 

Big pieces of wall are lying on the floor. The blast has 
bent the security bars. Light is filtering through what is 
left of the doors. The ceiling is completely gone, dust, 
bricks all over the place. A green lighter. A long line of 
blood runs from the paper's door to the man lying on 
the floor. There is a shoe, a piece of something that 
could be a finger, or a piece of bone. The big banner 
with “il manifesto” printed on it has gone, broken. 

The main door is also gone, leaving just a big hole. 
Stefano is crying. He was nearest the explosion, just 
round a corner: half a metre further left and he could 
have been killed. 

The door facing the archive has been blown off. In 
the room the cabinet full of books and papers has 
fallen on the desks, crushing them. Luckily Stella was 
late that morning. In the cultural section the iron bars 
of the security door are bent like plastic. There was a 
cabinet in front of the door: now there are a thousand 
pieces of iron and wood instead. Giuseppina was 
saved by the fact that her desk was round a corner. 

If the bomber had managed to get through the office 
door, how many comrades would he and his bomb 
have killed? 

The fire brigade is the first to arrive. Then comes the 
ambulance; paramedics help the man lying on the 
floor. The police are there: “out, everybody out,” they 
order. The main entrance, downstairs, is crowded with 
uniforms. Francesco Rutelli, the mayor of Rome, has 
arrived. He is surrounded by people in uniform, telling 
him what has happened. A police officer is saying, 
“you know, these extremists ...”. 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Millions rally 
to victim’s 
support 


ALMOST BEFORE the dust of the fascist terror 
bomb at the offices of /] Manifesto had cleared, 
support for the newspaper started to pour in from 
the people of Italy and friends of democracy 
across the world. 

Francesco Rutelli, the Mayor of Rome and the 
existing government’s candidate for prime minis- 
ter at the next general election, to be held in 
March or April, raced from his office to the 
bombed building. 

Soon afterwards the citizens of Rome and 
beyond assembled behind the banners of trade 
unions representing millions of Italian workers, 
including the police union. Sergio Cofferati, the 
president of the massive CGIL trade union, came. 
They were joined by members of the Government, 
including Lamberto Dini, MPs such as Livia Turco, 
stars, and writers and producers from Italy’s TV 
and radio stations. 

In a personal message, President Carlo Azeglio 
Ciampi offered his support and solidarity. 

Rossana Rossanda wrote an article entitled 
“The Nephews of Salo”, a reference to the final 
fling of Mussolini’s savage Republic of Salo, set 
up with SS support in the north of Italy after the 
country had come over to the Allied side in 1943. 
The writer, Enzo Siciliano, sent a message of sup- 
port, as did the former Mayor of Naples, Antonio 
Bassolino, in a telephone call. 

Umberto Eco, the world renowned writer, stood 

shoulder to shoulder with the intended victims. In 
recent years he has frequently written condemn- 
ing the return of fascist terror. 
@ Searchlight offers its solidarity with the front- 
line resisters to fascism at II Manifesto and 
thanks them for their help in producing these 
pages on the fight against fascist terror in Italy. 
The damage to the /I Manifesto offices and 
archives is very extensive and they will need 
financial and practical support in order to rebuild 
the publication. 


8 February 2001 Searchlight 





Fiore launches 
Europe-wide movement 


Only a few days before the IJ Manifesto bombing Forza 
Nuova hosted a conference in Rome to launch a new 
international axis. FN claims, which are normally exag- 
gerated, are that 200 delegates and guests attended. 

It was like a production of Hamlet without the Prince, 
for the main speeches were in praise of Jorg Haider, who 
was in Rome for his meeting with the Pope. However he 
was nowhere to be seen at the conference. 

The leaders of the new set-up were revealed as Gianni 
Correggiari, FN deputy leader, Jose Luis Perez Gutierrez 
of the Spanish fascists, Falange de la Jon, and Udo Voigt 
of the nazi German National Democratic Party (NPD). 

Roberto Fiore, leader of the FN, told the meeting that 
his party was setting up a series of commissions to 
advance its policies. One concerned work in the 
regions, where the FN now holds nine council seats. He 
claims 7,000 members and the support of 20,000 others. 

The language of the rally was a throwback to 
Mussolini Italy. There were calls for a new Concordat 
with the Vatican, a new version of Mussolini’s economic 
policies, and for homosexuality to be treated as an 
incurable disease. Mixed marriages were definitely on 
the “no no” list. 

Both Voigt and Perez claimed the movement was 
already being well received abroad. After the confer- 
ence, delegates moved on to a prestigious hotel in 
Palestirina for a banquet. 

Fiore is now spending more and more time with his 
Falangist friends in Spain, while Voigt and the old 
German terrorist Horst Mahler are spending an increas- 
ing amount of time in Italy and elsewhere cementing 
their new alliance. 


Fiore attacks Searchlight 


Fiore has laid the blame for his misfortunes on 
Searchlight. The compliment to our work comes in a 
press release responding to calls for a ban on his terror 
group. The accusation is the only truthful line in the 
press release. 

Fiore claims his group was not responsible for split- 
ting the National Front in Britain in the 1980s and 
replacing its leaders with Nick Griffin, Peter Holland 
and Patrick Harrington. This is clearly disproved by the 
material issued at the time by the ousted NF leaders. 

It is also contradicted by a statement by Vincenzo 
Fragala, a senior Member,of Parliament for Gianfranco 
Fini’s Alleanza Nazionale. He told Italy’s commission 
that looks into terrorism that the FN should not be 
banned because Fiore was in reality a defender of 
democracy. In support he cited a 1991 European Union 
report, which stated that Fiore had been working for 
British Intelligence and had caused the split in the NF 
thus damaging extremism. It was not exactly what Fiore, 
who for years has denied any MI6 links, wanted to hear 

Fiore’s press release also claims the FN has won large 
amounts of money from newspapers it has sued for 
libel. The truth is that apart from a single case where 
the journalist got his facts wrong, Fiore has never suc- 
cessfully sued anybody, especially Searchlight. 

He says that the community of Italians close to him 
has been continually under attack. Is he referring to 
the killers of police officers and magistrates, bank rob- 
bers, bombers and rapists with whom Fiore and his 
partner, Massimo Morsello, have surrounded them- 
selves, the I] Manifesto bomber being the latest? 

Fiore is now clearly clutching at straws. He does not 
know where to hide: the UK, Spain, or perhaps east to 
Baghdad. Belgrade would seem to be out, as his old 
friend there no longer hold the position he once did. 
The question is whether Fiore will take his mistress as 
well as his wife and children with him. And perhaps he 
can find room for the family’s parish priest as well. 
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THE DIVISIONS within the Blood and Honour skinhead music 
scene are deepening by the day, following the departure of 
some of its leading figures. Most prominent among them is 
Steve Calladine, better known as Stigger. A former member 
of Skrewdriver and one of the few trained musicians on the 
scene, Stigger has, in recent years, become the unofficial 
leader of Blood and Honour, due largely to his past connec- 
tion with the movement’s martyr, lan Stuart Donaldson, and 
his international reputation. He has told friends that he 
wants nothing more to do with Blood and Honour and plans 
to confine himself to playing gigs abroad and holding invita- 
tion-only ballad evenings in the East Midlands. 

The feud, which has been simmering for several months, 
came to a head in November at a gig in Derbyshire, which 
turned into a mass brawl. Stigger was threatened by a 
member of Brutal Attack and his close ally Adrian Woods, a 
former organiser of the Surrey Border Front, was rushed into 
intensive care. 

Joining Stigger in the wilderness is Mick Dunn, the lead 
singer of Chingford Attack and former organiser of East 
London Blood and Honour. He claims publicly that Stigger 
has not been shown the respect he deserves, but Dunn has 
himself been increasingly isolated in recent months, with 
many other Blood and Honour organisers believing that he 
is solely interested in making money for himself. Even some 
of his former circle in east London, including Tony Leslie and 
Ginger Rob, have been distancing themselves from him, 
although this has more to do with Dunn almost coming to 
blows with Leslie’s wife, Isabel. 

At most, Stigger and Dunn could hope to attract 30 peo- 
ple to their side, with the rest staying loyal to Blood and 
Honour. But the consequence of the split will be the demor- 
alising effect it has on others involved. This was clearly 
demonstrated at the White Christmas gig held in early 
December in Northamptonshire, which only 150 attended, 
well down on recent gigs. A third of these came on Simon 
Dutton’s west London coach and included several Chelsea 
and Reading football hooligans. Their presence was not 
entirely welcomed, as Warren Glass and friends tried to pro- 
voke a fight with the German skinheads who had come over 
for the gig, and were restrained by others. 

Perhaps it was the Christmas tape they had to endure on 
the coach on the way to the gig that put them in such a 
foul mood. Having forgotten to bring any white power CDs 
of their own, Gary Smith, aka Fat Gary, searched long and 
hard through the driver’s own collection to find only one CD 
not performed by a black artist. So, Keen to remain racially 
uncontaminated, the 45-strong group was forced to listen 


Mr Unity leaves the party | 





to ‘Jingle Bells” and other festive tunes. 

The highlight of the gig seemed to be a very small 
German woman who was tossed around the room by her 
male friends to the amusement of others. Also present 
were three or four children, one of whom, Ginger Rob’s 
son, spent most of the evening running around the hall like 
a demented fool waving a General Lee flag. The irony of the 
evening came when Dutton’s and Smith’s band, Legion of 
Saint George, performed “Let the Blood Flow”, and one 
skinhead accidentally headbutted another causing his nose 
to bleed. 

Stigger’s decision to separate from Blood and Honour 
reflects the changing power relationships within the group. 
Whereas once his word was final, as Del O’Connor found 
when he was repeatedly kept out of gigs on Stigger’s 
instructions, over the past few months he has been forced 
to toe a line dictated by others. With Chris Hipkin also play- 
ing a less prominent role, and Dunn despised by many, 
Stigger has become increasingly isolated. 

In his place a new axis of band members has emerged. 
Brutal Attack, Celtic Warrior, English Rose and Benny 
Bullman’s Whitelaw have formed a new force on the scene. 
When the trouble began at the Derbyshire gig this group 
stood together. They do not necessarily have leadership 
aspirations, aside from organising gigs, but their views are 
increasingly hard to ignore. This was evident over the return 
of O’Connor who, against Stigger’s wishes, has been reha- 
bilitated into the movement. 

Adding to Stigger’s unhappiness is O’Connor’s continuing 
relationship with Scandinavian Blood and Honour. This was 
once the sole preserve of Combat 18, which is led by advo- 
cates of terrorism, something Stigger is keen to avoid. 
O'Connor has recently returned from a trip to Scandinavia 
to canvass support for English Blood and Honour. He has 
also been sounding out British bands to perform in Sweden 
and Denmark. 

While Stigger might seek some face-saving excuse to 
return to the Blood and Honour fold, he will find a move- 
ment less willing to accept him back in a senior position. 
With Dutton and Steve Swinfen now running Blood and 
Honour, and the increasingly powerful old guard axis flexing 
their muscles, Stigger could find himself unwelcome. This 
is certain to be the case if he continues to support Woods, 
who is pressing charges against his attacker. 

Stigger once described himself as “Mr Unity” during 
attempts to bring the warring factions in the music scene 
together during the late 1990s. Now he is increasingly find- 
ing himself at the centre of every controversy. 
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BNP leader 
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faces a 
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egan the new year in defiant mood, helped greatly 
by the political ineptitude of their internal oppo- 
nents. In what at one stage seemed might be the final few 
months of Nick Griffin's leadership, he and his close side- 
kick, Tony Lecomber, have gone on the offensive and 
seem to be rallying the troops behind them. With no 
obvious alternative to them, many BNP members are 
coming back behind the present leadership. 

Only two months ago it looked like a very different 
story. With Griffin bowing to pressure and reinstating 
Steve and Sharron Edwards at a humiliating meeting in 
the West Midlands, his leadership seemed destined to be 
short-lived. Now he is fighting back, helped by news that 
the Edwards have joined Bloomsbury Forum leaders 
Jonathan Bowden, Adrian Davies, Eddie Butler and the 
former BNP press officer Michael Newland in preparing 
the way for the launch of a new nationalist party, likely to 
be called the Freedom Party. 

In a statement issued to party members via the email 
list of Mark Cotterill, the US BNP organiser, the leader- 
ship issued a call for loyalty against this outside threat, 
claiming that much of the party's difficulties over the past 
six months had been the responsibility of these “split- 
ters”. 

“Since the early summer, the BNP leadership in gen- 
eral, and national chairman Nick Griffin in particular, 
have faced a concerted campaign of smear and character 
assassination. It was suspected then, and is clear now, 
that this attempted destabilisation campaign was 
intended not only to discredit the individuals under 
attack, but also to undermine faith in the constitution 
and the financial viability of the party as the most effec- 
tive means of attacking the BNP as a whole. 

“The bad faith of the small clique behind all this is evi- 
denced by them rejecting the olive branch offered by the 
leadership in reinstating members expelled for their role 
in the troublemaking. The agitators have continued try- 
ing to stir up dissension with a whole string of petty and 
dishonest circulars, and have not altered their six- 
month-old refusal to do a stroke of constructive work for 
the BNP. 

“Furthermore, the key figures in this summer's attacks 
on the BNP leadership are now openly demanding what 
they have spoken of privately for months: A split in the 
BNP to form a new party. Having failed to hijack the party 
from within, they are now planning to create a rival, likely 
to be called the Freedom Party, to try to disrupt our 


Te: LEADERS of the British National Party have 
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efforts from without, commencing with a meeting to that 
effect later this month.” 

The statement was signed by Griffin, the advisory 
council and most branch and regional organisers. 

Although Griffin and Lecomber have yet to convince 
many members that they are able to lead the party suc- 
cessfully, internal opposition is becoming increasingly 
muted and directionless. 

Continuing to pose as the loyal elder statesman, it is 
John Tyndall, the ousted former BNP leader, who has 
launched the most vitriolic attack on the Bloomsbury 
Forum's plans. In a six-page article in January’s 
Spearhead magazine, he dismisses the notion that a new 
party is needed or would even be successful, citing simi- 
lar attempts over the past 40 years as proof. He even 
describes the decision to call the new organisation the 
Freedom Party as being consistent with Tony Blair’s “Cool 
Britannia” in which brand labels rather than substance 
are all that counts. 

“This name, no doubt modelled on that of the party in 
Austria which has swept to prominence under Jorg 
Haider. Herr Haider’s party has become powerful and 
successful; ergo we in Britain launch a party with the 
same name and — Presto! It will become powerful and 
successful too. Just like that! The question of whether the 
new British party has a leader with the political skills of 
Herr Haider does not seem to have been thought about, 
let alone regarded as of any import,” wrote Tyndall. 

“The sad thing is that this is the very rationale that I 
have heard again and again over many years in support 
of ‘new’ political enterprises which have been launched 
in a flurry of razzmatazz, enjoyed brief careers and pro- 
vided equally brief ego trips for their forgettable and now 
thoroughly forgotten ‘leaders’, and then duly passed into 
either irrelevance or oblivion — rusting shipwrecks at the 
bottom of the political ocean.” 

In addition to dismissing the notion that rebranding a 
product will automatically lead to political success, 
Tyndall explains that the expectations of a new party will 
soon give way to demoralisation, and that its very forma- 
tion is tantamount to a “declaration of war” against the 
party it is seeking to replace. 

He concludes with a stern message to those behind the 
Freedom Party. “Such people will realise that, once that 
dead end is reached, turning back and recovering steps 
will not be as easy. Tremendous antagonisms will have 
been generated by their actions. A burning sense of 
betrayal will be present among those who have remained 


loyal and who were their former friends. And psycholog- 
ically they will find it extremely hard, having fallen flat on 


their faces in being associated with a disastrous—notto | 


say treacherous — venture, to confront their desertion 
and their folly, and find their way back both to self- 
respect and the respect of their fellow patriots.” 

Tyndall's attack will strike a resonance with many BNP 
supporters, who, like him, are unhappy with the current 
leadership, but will view the formation of a new party 
with disgust. 

It certainly seems that the Bloomsbury Forum leaders, 
with the Edwards in tow, have miscalculated badly. In 
preparing to launch a rival organisation they have 
handed Griffin a tactical victory, enabling him to unite 
the members against an external opponent, even if they 
do not fully support his leadership. In addition, and per- 
haps more significantly, the Bloomsbury Forum has let 
the best opportunity to remove Griffin and Lecomber 
slip by, though this owes much to the timidity of Steve 
and Sharron Edwards and their unwillingness to con- 
front the BNP leadership. 

In the aftermath of their expulsion from the party they 
could have initiated legal proceedings against the lead- 
ership which would eventually have exposed the finan- 
cial wrongdoings of Griffin and Lecomber, but in the 
end they decided against this form of action. The 
momentum for change was certainly present at the time 
of their reinstatement and the humiliating climbdown 
by Griffin and Lecomber at a meeting in the West 
Midlands, followed a short time later by Griffin's disas- 
trous result in the West Bromwich West by-election. A 
leadership challenge by either Steve or Sharron Edwards 
would almost certainly have been successful but again 
they opted against. 

Instead, they announced that they would not renew 
their party membership, having already secretly agreed 
with the Bloomsbury Forum activists to form a new 
party. In doing so they have given the BNP leadership a 
huge coup. Not only are the Edwards not going to be 
allowed to return, because Griffin has the power to reject 
new members, they have shown themselves to be dis- 
loyal to the party, which will antagonise much of the 
membership. Furthermore, they have ditched their col- 
leagues who remain inside the party. 

It had been thought that the Bloomsbury Forum 
activists would wait until after the next general election 
before announcing a new party, using the likely poor 
BNP results as justification. By making their moves at 
such an early stage they have lost the respect and proba- 
ble support of many who might have considered joining 
them. 

That leaves Tyndall as the only serious challenger to 
Griffin, but given his age and family pressures it is doubt- 
ful whether he could be, or would want to be, a long- 
term alternative. However, his ego and encouragement 
from some around him might make a challenge irre- 
sistible. One suggestion doing the rounds is for Tyndall to 
take on Griffin after the general election, on the assump- 
tion that the BNP fares badly, but on the assurance that a 
new leader would take over in a year or two. Tyndall 
could then present himself as a transitional leader before 
taking up the position of Life President. 

All this depends on whether Tyndall has the stomach 
for a fight. While there are some indications that he has 
not, he is certainly busy speaking at meetings up and 
down the country. By comparison, Griffin rarely ventures 
out of his Welsh pig farm. 

But the decision of the Bloomsbury Forum publicly to 
contemplate a new party, coupled with the inability of 
the Edwards to take on Griffin, has left Griffin in a 
stronger position. Having said, during the height of his 
battle with the Edwards, that time would be his great 
ally, Griffin is beginning to consolidate his position, in 


the absence of a credible alternative, and unite his party — 


against an outside aggressor. Much will now depend on 
the BNP results at the forthcoming general election. 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ONE OF our oldest “objects of scrutiny” has 
reappeared on the nazi scene after telling the 
world that he had converted to Islam. David Myatt, 
former leader of the National Socialist Movement, 
has issued a one-page statement calling for nazis 
to join Steve Sargent’s Albion Fyrd, the successor 
to the NSM, which was closed down in May 1999 
after one of its organisers was arrested for the 
London nail bombings reports Nick Lowles. 

As reported last year, Myatt resigned as NSM 
leader in 1998 after Searchlight exposed his 
involvement in the Satanic Order of Nine Angles. 
Last summer he announced that he had converted 
to Islam and offered to meet Searchlight 
journalists at his local mosque to renounce his 
former views. Searchlight was not taken in by this 
move. Myatt had previously become a Benedictine 
monk and a Buddhist following an imprisonment 
and an earlier exposé of his Satanist practices. 

In his statement, entitled: Change in Direction, 
Myatt admits that the right wing has achieved very 
little. “Nowhere has any openly Anglo-Saxon Aryan 
movement or group come anywhere near to gaining 
widespread popular support,” he explains. “We 
have barely managed to keep our way of life, our 
Aryan values, alive. In most of our nations, our 
people are simple not interested in our message.” 

Alongside references to internal divisions and 
little resistance to state repression, Myatt 
contends that the absence of a true leader has 
undermined the right. “We do not have such a 
person; and we have never had such a person, 
such a leader, even though many of us, myself 
included, have yearned for such a leader to 
emerge. Until we have such a leader we cannot 
hope to achieve much success by ordinary political 
means.” 

While the letter makes his despondency 
abundantly clear, Myatt is not giving up the faith. 
“We can strive to create a new homeland for 
ourselves though, through migrating to somewhere 
where we can begin to build new, and Aryan, 
communities. We can seek to live and be with our 
own kind, our own Anglo-Saxon kith and kin, and 
leave the rest to rot in the decadence that most of 
this country is fast becoming. Presently, we do not 
have the charismatic leader we need, we do not 


_ have the mass support of the Anglo-Saxon public, 
_ the funds or a host of other needs and wants. But 
_ we have the foundation, which is the Albion Fyrd, 


further we have the sheer guts and 
nination of our ideas to see this battle 

1. History is made by those who dare. If you 
en you must dare.” 
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BNP runs racist 


THE BRITISH National Party is providing accommoda- 
tion for far-right white refugees from southern Africa, a 
joint investigation by Wales on Sunday and Searchlight 
has revealed. The modern-day “rat line” is run by the 
BNP’s Wales organiser, Terry Cavill. The 45-year-old 
owner of a 140-acre cattle farm was exposed as one of 
the organisers of the fuel protests in Wales and the 
Southwest of England last year. 

Since the Second World War nazis and fascists have 
benefited from escape routes commonly dubbed rat 
lines. Over the past few years the BNP appears to have 
become part of a loose network of organisations around 
the world that give comfort and succour to extremist 
whites fleeing southern Africa. 

Cavill, who talks about standing for the BNP at the 
next general election in Newport, South Wales, claims 
that his is a new operation. However Searchlight can 
reveal that the BNP, as well as outfits such as Western 
Goals, have given assistance to a number of sinister fig- 
ures fleeing southern Africa, including a couple being 
sought on a murder charge. 

Cavill’s set-up operates through a website linked to 
the BNP, called “Solidarity”, which finds short-term 
accommodation in the homes of BNP members. Cavill 
himself has put up South Africans at Croes Bleddyn farm 
near Itton in Monmouthshire. 

That the BNP rat line is linked to some of the world’s 
most hardline Jew baiters, racists, nazis and Holocaust 
deniers became apparent when Wales on Sunday asked 
Cavill with whom he liaised in South Africa. He showed 
the reporter a glossy magazine called Impact with a post 
office box address in Sunnyside, Pretoria. 

Pressed about who was behind the publication, he 
replied: “It’s a woman we know as Wendy Brown’. In fact, 
Mrs Brown and her late husband are very well known to 
Searchlight. 

Mr S E D Brown was a close associate of another late 
and unlamented racist, Ivor Benson, who started life as a 
mainstream journalist in South Africa only to be fired 
because of his open Jew-baiting. Benson found a niche 
as a censor in Rhodesia after Ian Smith seized power in 
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the 1960s, but turned out to be too extreme even for 
Smith and was sent packing. 

Brown got involved with Benson's publication during 
this period, The South African Observer. As the Observer 
went into decline following Benson's departure from 
southern Africa, a new publication Impact started 
appearing. 

Benson headed for the UK where he found himself in 
his natural habitat, namely the BNP. He was a regular 
contributor to the BNP’s monthly magazine, Spearhead, 
until his death a few years ago. He also put in regular 
appearances at events organised by Monday Club and 
Western Goals in support of the South African apartheid 
regime. 

Benson also enjoyed the patronage of Roger Pearson, 
one of the world’s leading right-wing quasi academics. 
Benson's closest associate in the UK was Don Martin, the 
far-right and anti-Jewish propagandist, who is now the 
spokesperson for the Federation of Small Businesses. 
(See Searchlight November 2000.) 

What was a mystery was how Impact was funded, as it 
had a very limited list of subscribers and carried only 
non-paying advertisements for right-wing books and 
hate groups around the world. Spearhead got a regular 
plug as did Robert Faurisson, the convicted criminal and 
leading French Holocaust denier. In addition there was a 
link with Instauration, the up-market nazi ideological 
publication from the USA. 

Eventually it was revealed that the whole operation 
was being financed by Middle-Eastern antisemites. 

Brown's widow, Wendy, took up his role as publisher of 
Impact after he died. His son Keith appears to have 
found religion after moving in nazi circles in South 
Africa and London in the late 1970s, when he was a guest 
of the League of St George. 

Cavill, not the brightest of men, might like to think he 
is merely acting in racial solidarity with “oppressed” 
white South Africans. Searchlight still wonders what 
happened to the South African murderers who passed 
through the BNP’s old headquarters in southeast 
London in the early 1990s. 
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NEWSbriefs 


Met Police staff admit racism 


A confidential survey survey of the staff of the 
Metropolitan Police has shown that more than 56% of 
those 18,000 interviewed, believe that “people are 
treated differently in the Metropolitan Police according 
to their ethnicity”. This comes nearly two years after 
the Macpherson Report found the police to be 
institutionally racist. 

The results of the survey, which covered 50% of the 
Met’s 36,270 employees, both officers and civilians, will 
come as a great embarrassment to the Metropolitan 
Police, and the Government. 

Furthermore, the problem is not just within the Met, 
but is nationwide. The results are expected to be 
repeated throughout the country. Cultural audits are to 
be carried out on staff in other forces. 

Paul Bailey, a black PC with the Greater Manchester 
Police, said: “This problem certainly isn’t confined to 
London. In the 11 years I’ve been with the service I’ve 
repeatedly heard racist comments both about officers 
and members of the public, someone described as a 
‘half-nigger’, things like that. 

“I’ve been stopped on several occasions in my car by 
other officers. The last time, two police motorcyclists 
drove quite dangerously to catch up with me, even 
though I was in uniform. They claimed I wasn't 
wearing my seatbelt, which I was.” 

One thousand eight hundred officers said they 
witness racism very often, and up to 36% of 
respondents had witnessed it at some time. 


KKK football referee 


A CHILDREN’S football referee has been revealed to be 
a former member of Ku Klux Klan, after an 
investigation undertaken by the Sunday People. 

Tony Stewart, 34, told how he had burned a 15ft 
cross outside a school, spent nine months in jail for 
making threats to an Asian family, and joined in nazi 
riots. 

Of the parents of the players he referees and league 
officials he said “They have no idea about this, even 
though one of the blokes who hires me is a cop”. 

Stewart started his political career in the NF in 
Leeds. After an Asian resident objected to his leafleting 
he sent the family a letter with a row of graves on it 
and threatened to burn down their house. 

When a Sunday People reporter visited his flat in 
Batley, West Yorkshire, they found a huge swastika flag 
covering the wall, alongside pictures of Hitler. 

When told of his past, one parent reacted with 
horror: “I am stunned. It sickens me to think that my 
boy has been looking up to that monster”. 


BNP councillor disqualified 


BERNARD HAYCOCK, the British National Party 
member elected to the Bromyard and Winslow Town 
Council last year, has lost his position after failing to 
attend any meetings in the past six months. 

According to local government rules, if a member 
does not attend six consecutive meetings of the 
council, or its sub-committees of which he is a 
member, his position automatically ceases. 

Haycock reacted with dismay after his dismissal, 
which came into effect last month after he had failed 
to turn up to yet another meeting. 

“This is total news to me”, said Haycock. “They 
should have let me know. There has been nothing 
about this in any of the [council] papers. I find it 
astonishing. Why didn’t they say something? 

“T was under the impression it was like Parliament 
and that once you were elected, there was no 
obligation to turn up 

“T’ll admit I didn’t expect to be the most popular 
member of the council but I certainly would have 
expected to have been warned of the situation’, he 
added. 

Bill Gibbard, Mayor of Bromyard and chairman of 
the council, stated that they were bound to follow the 
law, but that there was no vendetta against Bernard 
Haycock because of his politics. 

“If he came to put something into the town, we are 
willing to accept him. But of course, he only attended 
two or three meetings. He should move out and let 
someone else in.” 

Town Clerk Mike Cresswell added, “We are annoyed 
that this has lost someone the opportunity to represent 
the Town Council for six months”. 


Racist bullying led to suicide 


A BLACK postal worker has been granted a 
posthumous employment tribunal after allegations 
that racist bullying in the workplace prompted his 
suicide. 

Jermaine Lee, 26, was found hanged at his home in 
Hall Green, Birmingham, in November 1999. His family 
say that he had been racially bullied and harassed at 
the Aston sorting office in Birmingham, where he 
worked, over an eight-month period. The Royal Mail 
later suspended six workers after an internal 
investigation, as well as the sorting office’s manager. 

The suicide note, which Mr Lee left to his mother, 
said, “It’s the only way out. Those guys at work hate 
me. Tell them it was nice playing with me and they 
won.” An inquest into Mr Lee’s death held in 
Birmingham recorded a verdict of suicide. 

Despite the claim being made outside the usual time 
limit, the employment tribunal chairman, John Van 
Gelder, allowed Mr Lee's mother to lodge the action at 
a preliminary hearing in Birmingham. 

Mr Van Gelder said, “The circumstances are that the 
deceased had been an employee of the Post Office who 
had committed suicide and, in a suicide note, had 
made reference to the fact that he had had difficulties 
in his place of work”. For this reason, he was allowing 
the application based on racial discrimination out of 
time. 

Mr Lee's father wrote an open letter to 1,500 postal 
workers in Birmingham, seeking evidence about the 
bullying. For this he received a number of threats, 
including a phone call that said, “If your shitty little 
son hadn't done it, we would have done it for him’. 

Two other workers from the Birmingham sorting 
office are on long-term sick leave, after claiming that 
they too were the victims of bullying. 

A spokesman for the Royal Mail accepted that the 
issue should go forward to a full employment tribunal, 
but said it would be opposing the allegations. 
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Kate Taylor examines the story of how 
thousands of Nazi combatants escaped justice 


Safe haven in Britain 


Foreign Secretary, have pledged British coopera- 
tion in bringing to justice those involved in ethnic 
cleansing in Kosovo. In the House of Commons, Blair 
has asserted, “we should be prepared to use war crimes 
legislation to bring them to account”. But Britain's record 
with regard to war criminals living within its borders is 
far from enviable. Only one man, Anthony Sawoniuk, 
has ever been convicted in Britain for his part in Nazi 
war crimes. Countless others remain in this country, 
having never been brought to justice for committing 
some of the most heinous atrocities of the 20th century. 
Now the screening of a Yorkshire Television documen- 
tary, The SS in Britain, has opened new questions about 
how thousands of Ukrainians who collaborated with the 
Nazis were allowed to enter and settle in Britain, some of 
whom have remained to this day. 

The programme, shown on ITV last month, has led the 
Metropolitan Police to issue a statement confirming that 
it will investigate allegations that members of the SS 
Ukrainian Division, responsible for a number of atro- 
cious crimes, are living safely in this country. 

“We can confirm that the Metropolitan Police has 
received a number of allegations which were recently 
passed to us by the Home Office”, said a Metropolitan 
Police spokesperson. The matter has been passed to the 
anti-terrorist squad, since the war crimes unit no longer 
exists. 

Lord Janner, of the All-party Parliamentary War 
Crimes Group, has called for an immediate inquiry to 
ascertain how members of the unit were allowed into the 
country in the first place. “If there is sufficient evidence 
against individuals, it should be put before a jury so that 
these men can receive the justice that they denied to 
their victims,” Lord Janner said. 

“Thanks to the information in this television pro- 
gramme I have asked the Home Secretary to investigate 
these people,” he continued. “The Government's excuse 
at the time was that they were just ordinary soldiers. It is 
now clear they were not. The people from this unit who 
are in Britain and who were involved in genocidal mur- 
ders should not sleep comfortably in their beds.” 

Many of the 80,000 Ukrainians who joined the SS 14th 
“Galizien” Division were motivated by virulent anti- 
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communism. On joining, they swore an oath of alle- 
giance to Adolf Hitler, in spite of the suffering that the 
Nazis had inflicted upon the Ukraine. Many of this group 
were later awarded the Iron Cross for “anti-partisan 
activities”. 

In October 1947 the Polish Government registered an 
official complaint to the United Nations about the 
Galizien. This related to an incident in which up to 800 
Polish civilians in Huta Pieniacka were massacred in 
February 1944 by a sub unit of the division. Up to 120 
witnesses have testified about this event, in which many 
were burned alive after petrol was poured over them. In 
August of that same year, Galizien troops killed 44 
unarmed citizens, including children, wiping out the 
whole village of Chlaniov. 

Members of the hardline Ukrainian Self Defence 
Legion merged with the Galizien in 1944. This group was 
responsible for barbaric ambushes to contain the 
Warsaw ghetto uprising that same year. Some of this 
group remain in Britain today, despite the fact that a 
number were responsible for helping to capture downed 
British and American airmen, who were then handed 
over to the Gestapo and invariably killed. 

The British Prime Minister in 1947, Clement Attlee, 
allowed 8,000 of the Ukrainian SS division in to Britain. 
No military screening procedures were undertaken. The 
question that remains is, why was the British govern- 
ment so uncharacteristically generous? It has emerged 
that other agencies had interests in their arrival, and that 
they were trained by Western intelligence agencies for 
clandestine anti-Soviet activities. No member of this 
group who arrived in Britain has been tried or investi- 
gated for war crimes. Government records that could 
expose them have never been made public. 

While a significant number from the SS Ukrainian 
division subsequently emigrated to Canada or Australia, 
it is estimated that up to 1,500 are still living in Britain 
today. Many have now attained British citizenship. 

In the name of fighting communism, British intelli- 
gence made deals with many unsavoury Nazi collabora- 
tors. One such deal, with an extreme right-wing group, 
the Organisation of Ukrainian Nationalists, responsible 
for some of the worst atrocities commit- 
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ted in the Second World War, exemplifies the willingness 
of the British intelligence services to gloss over crimes 
committed against humanity in the name of policy 
agendas. 

Britain's interest in Ukrainian affairs dates back to the 
Bolshevik Revolution, when its extensive banking and 
economic interests in the region were threatened. 
Seeing anti-Bolshevik allies, the British initially sup- 
ported the short-lived regimes of Hetman Skorodapsky 
and Simon Petliura, but were left unimpressed. 

The anti-communism that underpinned British intel- 
ligence found an ally in 1945 in the Attlee Labour gov- 
ernment, which had spent much of the 1930s fighting 
communism within the Labour movement. It was the 
Attlee government that allowed the Ukrainian Nazi col- 
laborators into the country, possibly to use them for 
fighting the Soviets. 

One Ukrainian tracked down by the Daily Mail after 
the broadcast of The SS in Britain claimed that after the 
war many SS veterans spied for Britain against the for- 
mer Soviet Union. He explained, “We are brave fighting 
men ... We have not been bothered by the authorities 
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because we have always carried out our duty.” 

The documentary has put paid to the claims of suc- 
cessive governments that there was no evidence that 
members of the 14th SS Division were involved in any 
war crimes and that they were just ordinary soldiers. The 
eyewitness evidence shown in the documentary, after 
producers had scoured over 30 archives around the 
world, belies this notion, and shows undoubtedly that a 
number of the regiment were involved in wartime atroc- 
ities. 

A Home Office spokesman said, “We will pass the alle- 
gations to the police, who will investigate as necessary. 
The Government takes very seriously any accusations 
that suspected war criminals are believed to be in the 
UK” 

David Cesarani, author of Justice Delayed, said, “There 
should be a reopening of the question of the Ukrainian 
division, who these men were, how they got here, and 
why they were not investigated years ago when the evi- 
dence and witnesses were available’. 


Antanas Gecas 


Antanas Gecas is a Lithuanian now living in Edinburgh. Gecas, under his 
original name of Gecevicius, was named in a list of alleged war criminals 
living in Britain compiled by the Simon Wiesenthal Centre in the late 
1980s. He has yet to be indicted for war crimes, despite a multitude of 
evidence testifying to his participation in a number of heinous activities. 

Confronted by allegations that he had been personally involved in the 
murders of Jews and partisans in Lithuania, Gecas flatly denied them, 
maintaining that he had only been a member of a police unit that provided 
back up for the German army. 

In December 1986, Searchlight published testimony from eyewitnesses 
to atrocities carried out by Gecas’s Auxiliary Police battalion serving with 
the SS, telling how he had been involved in hanging partisans and in hang- 
ing Jews in Minsk, Slutsk, Kaidanov and other places. 

J Alekanyas, born in 1914, served in the same second police battalion 
as Gecas. Gecas was a second lieutenant, and Alekanyas maintains that 
together they took part in wiping out the Jewish ghetto in Minsk. He testi- 
fies that men, women and children were taken to freshly dug pits and 
made to lie down before being shot. Alekanyas has said, “Gecas was 
pulling the trigger himself”. 

On other occasions, he says, “Gecas ordered us to take lorries and bring 
Soviet prisoners of war to the forest. They dug three big pits and we 
guarded them. Then the Jews were brought and shot in their thousands 
and the POWs were brought back to bury them ... Gecas and Plunge were 
in charge.” Plunge has already been convicted of war crimes. 

A number of other witnesses have also testified to Gecas’s role in these 
crimes. One, P Genys, who worked as a clerk for the Germans, has given 
sworn evidence. At Slutsk, he claims that Gecas’s men killed at least 
2,000 and that at their barracks drunken members of the unit played 
cards for the belongings of their victims. 

Another witness, L Mickevicius, swore a statement telling how he had 
been sent into the Minsk ghetto. “I saw German soldiers guarding the 
Jews. The Germans brought out the Jews and Gecas told us to take them 
to a ditch outside the city. | guarded the Jews until, on Gecas’s orders, oth- 
ers took them to the pit. Gecas gave the order to shoot them. Gecas used 
both a sub-machine gun and a pistol on the Jews. Later he took part in 
the massacres at Slutsk and Kleck. Gecas gave the orders to shoot.” 

The most highly publicised of Gecas’s alleged crimes was the public 
hanging in Minsk in 1941 of young people accused of being partisans. 
Witnesses have testified that Gecas himself gave the order to put the rope 
around the victims’ necks. 

Gecas’s unit became known as the “Jagkomandai”, a Lithuanian corrup- 
tion of the German for “hunter commando”. 

After some of the information obtained by Searchlight was disclosed on 
a Scottish Television investigation for Channel 4 in 1987, Gecas went into 
hiding and has yet to be brought to justice. 

Last month, The Scotsman revealed that Gecas remains in Edinburgh, 
but said he will be losing little sleep over moves to try him as a nazi war 
criminal, because to do so would inevitably reveal his role as a British spy. 
The Scotsman claimed that “Gecas's links with the British Secret 
Intelligence Service and 
later with Special Branch 
are so sensitive that they 
will never be acknowl- 
edged publicly”. The KGB 
tried for years to extradite 
Gecas to Moscow for trial, 
and described him in 
secret documents as a 
“major asset” to MI6. 

While working in the 
mines, it is alleged that 
Gecas became a useful 
contact for Special Branch, 
which was concerned about 
the number of Eastern 
Europeans working in the 
industry. During the miners’ 
strike of 1973 he is 
believed to have provided 
Special Branch with the 
names of union figures seen 
as the ring-leaders, accord- 
ing to The Scotsman. 
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RANCE AND Belgium were especially con- 

cerned that the accession of Jérg Haider’s FPO 

to office might encourage similar movements 

elsewhere in the EU. However, the EU’s very 

mild measures gave Wolfgang Schiissel’s gov- 
ernment a chance to portray itself as a victim of a “social- 
ist inspired international conspiracy” against Austria. 
With the help of state-owned television and the mass 
daily Neue Kronenzeitung, an emotional atmosphere was 
whipped up making reasonable discussion almost 
impossible. 

Haider's electoral success owed much to the Neue 
Kronenzeitung, which is read by half the adult population 
of Austria, putting it among the world’s most influential 
newspapers. In 1986, the paper was instrumental in help- 
ing promote what amounted to an international Jewish 
conspiracy theory to defend President Kurt Waldheim 
against those who criticised his Nazi links. 

Since Haider became leader of the FPO in the same 
year, the paper has consistently endorsed Haider's views 
on the “foreigner problem’, supported his anti-immigra- 
tion policies and even outbid him in trivialising Nazi 
policies and the crimes of the Wehrmacht and the SS. 

The popularity of this rag speaks louder than all the 
declarations of government about Austrians being the 
“first victims of Nazism”. The fear the Neue Kronenzeitung 
inspires — not just among government politicians — helps 
to explain (though not to excuse) Austrians’ attitude to 
foreigners and their tolerance of ethnic and racist stereo- 
typing. 


When the EU’s measures were announced, an incan- 
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One year ago, the right-wing extremist Freedom Party (FPO) entered into a coalition 
government with the conservative Austrian People’s Party (OVP). In that first year 
Austria has seen off international sanctions unprecedented between EU member states 
and the country’s old cosy political order has been laid to rest. 


descent Haider branded French President Chirac a 
“pocket Napoleon” and accused the Socialist Party and 
the conservative President Thomas Klestil of not doing 
enough to defend Austria. 

The FPO’s Vienna leader, Hilmar Kabas, berated Klestil 
for behaving like “a rogue”. Karl Schnell, the FPO’s chief in 
Salzburg, repeated the accusation in November and said 
the word “rogue” was inadequate to describe Klestil’s 
“un-Austrian” behaviour when the coalition government 
was sworn into government. 

This and evidence that the FPO had been using police 
files to obtain damaging information about opponents 
resulted in setbacks for the party in two regional elec- 
tions last year. 

When the EU realised that its sanctions were being 
used as a way of distracting Austrians from domestic 
problems, it sought a way out by appointing the so-called 
“Three Wise Men’ to report on the politics of the Austrian 
Government and the “nature of the Freedom Party”. 

The Wise Men's report, released in September, recom- 
mended an end to sanctions but criticised the FPO as a 
“right-wing populist party with radical elements”. It said 
that the policies of the Austrian Government met the 
standards of European values and that the rights of 
minorities in Austria were, to some extent, greater than in 
other EU countries, although its asylum policy was less 
good. 

Justice Minister Dieter BOhmdorfer, Haider's former 
lawyer, was heavily reproached. The EU’s observers said 
he did not “conform to the idea of the duties one would 
expect” of a member of government. 
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The EU’s decision to withdraw its measures was not 
universally welcomed abroad and was condemned by 
Israel. It took another two months before Schiissel made 
his first working visit to another EU country and it will 
take years for Austria's image to be restored in the eyes of 
the democratic world. 

Haider is doing his utmost to ensure this does not 
happen. Until recently, his favoured foreign destination 
was the USA, where he took a course at Harvard 
University. Nowadays, he is spending more and more 
time in Italy, especially in those parts of northern Italy 
that were once under Austrian rule. This is where 
Umberto Bossi’s separatist Northern League is most 
successful. Here “diligent” and “decent” Italians, who 
feel threatened by “lazy parasites”, “Brussels bureau- 
crats” and “foreigners”, believe that everything was 
better under the Austrian rule and lapse into “Austro- 
nostalgia”. 

The Austrian government represents a significant shift 
to the right of the current European norm. But the coali- 
tion has also given rise to a new, and quite large, parlia- 
mentary opposition comprising the Social Democratic 
and Green parties, and has, at long last, shaken anti- 
Haider political forces in Austria out of their passivity. 

Together with more combative trade unions, which 
are vehemently opposed to the government's social and 
economic policies, these forces could exert serious pres- 
sure on the government both inside and outside parlia- 
ment. It is clear is that the cosy old coalition arrange- 
ment between “reds” and “blacks” (conservatives) is 
extinct. Austria is likely to become bipolar, with either a 
moderate to extreme right or a centre-left (Socialists and 
Greens) government. 

President Klestil, who only reluctantly agreed to 
approve the present government, is in a strong position 
to curb any extreme measures that the government 
might dream up. It was Klestil who required Schiissel 
and Haider to sign the declaration “Responsibility for 
Austria — A Future in the Heart of Europe”. 

This document, which became the preamble to the 
OVP-FPO coalition agreement, expressed the parties’ 
“commitment to the intellectual and moral values that 
are the common heritage of the peoples of Europe”. In 
keeping with this heritage, the government pledged 
itself to strive for “an Austria in which xenophobia, anti- 
semitism and racism have no place”. 

In the weekly Zur Zeit, which is close to the govern- 
ment, and in the FPO itself, xenophobia, antisemitism 
and racism occupy an important place. Traditional hate 
figures, especially “the Jew” and “the reds’, are regularly 
invoked as agents of the “world conspiracy”. FPO politi- 
cians also declaim about “international speculators’, 
repeating the Nazi argument that there is a distinction 
between “rapacious” and “creative” capital. 

The Austrian government, desperate to be accepted 
abroad, promised to work “for fair solutions to the ques- 
tions of all persons compelled to perform forced labour 
during the Second World War, Austrian prisoners of war 
and the German-speaking populations expelled to 
Austria as a result of the Benes decrees and the Avnoj 
regulations”. 

The refusal to differentiate between the victims of 
Nazism and the Austrian POWs and Germans expelled 
after 1945 highlights the common revisionist basis of 
both coalition parties. Foreigners who were brought to 
Austria during the war to be exploited as forced labour 
have so far received nothing, while Austrians who served 
in the Wehrmacht or SS and were prisoners in eastern 
Europe had their pensions increased from 1 January. 

Schiissel’s administration has nominated the Socialist 
diplomat Ernst Sucharipa to negotiate with the repre- 
sentatives of Austrian Jews about compensation for the 
daylight robbery committed by so many Austrians after 
the 1938 Anschluss with Nazi Germany. 

In January, Sucharipa said there was a 50% chance 
that an agreement could be reached before the Bush 


Government takes over in the USA. The Austrian gov- 
ernment’s promise to “come to terms with the Nazi 
past” should be seen for what is: a public relation exer- 
cise in which declarations are not followed by deeds. 

A recent book about Schiissel contains very interest- 
ing details about his father, who was a journalist and 
member of the Nazi party. After the war, the Austrian 
Journalists’ Union refused to admit him as a member 
until 1950. In one of his letters, protesting against the 
union’s decision, Schiissel’s father wrote, “I didn't 
‘Aryanise’ even one flat”. 

Outbursts at two public discussions illustrate the 
atmosphere in Vienna at the end of 2000. In October, 
Eric R Kandel, a professor at Columbia University, 
received the Nobel Prize for Medicine. Kandel was born 
in Vienna and had to flee Austria in April 1938. Part of 
the Austrian media hastened to present Kandel as an 
Austrian but Kandel responded: “I am not an Austrian, I 
am a Vienna Jew who was driven out of Austria’. 

A few weeks later, the OVP’s political academy pre- 
sented a book critical of present day Austria. During the 
discussion, a leading journalist for the state broadcast- 
ing service, ORE stood up and declared that Kandel had 
not told the truth: “After all, in 1938 there was no 
Austria. So he was not driven away. If Kandel’s parents 
had not had the money, he could not have travelled 
abroad.” 

At a public discussion in Vienna in December about 
the forthcoming local elections, a liberal politician 
complained about the bureaucracy of the city council 
and mentioned that a buffet selling Spanish salami and 
French cheese was not allowed to sell beer. At this one 
of the FPO rabble in the audience yelled “Austrians 
should buy Austrian products”. 

Then a woman complained about “too many foreign- 
ers in Vienna’, a subject dear to the FPO. She went on to 
tell the audience that she visited her dentist recently 
and a “foreigner child” had the cheek to take her spec- 
tacles from her nose. Outraged, she demanded that the 
dentist should have at least one day in the week when 
only Austrians are treated. Needless to say, the FPO sup- 
porters applauded her. Others shouted “shame” and 
“apartheid”. 

Austrian journalists are currently speculating about 
what would happen if leading FPO politicians are con- 
demned because of the police computer files affair or if 
the FPO loses more support in the Vienna elections. 

But such speculation must be hedged with caution. 
Both coalition parties promise a utopian “normality”, in 
which every member of the “national community” can 
feel secure and respected, a society from which all 
sources of friction are removed. But for such a “national 
community” to come about, it must drive “community 
aliens” to the social margins. The search for scapegoats 
is an old tactic of diverting attention from the real prob- 
lems of society. This is a basic function of Austrian 
nationalism. 

The FPO and the mainly fundamentalist Catholic 
right wing of the OVP consistently reject the liberal 
legacy of the French Revolution of 1789. Their prefer- 
ence is for a society with modern technology and insti- 
tutions but drawing nothing whatsoever from the con- 
cepts of equal rights, emancipation, self-determination 
and common humanity. 

The Austrian opposition must work hard to promote 
a society that cannot simply be reduced to a modern 
market economy. It should mobilise young Austrians 
with a better education, who are interested in rational 
solutions to problems, familiar with foreign languages 
and open to international cultural influences, and 
plainly no longer feel that the xenophobic phraseology 
of FPO speaks for them or to them. 

Even then, the majority must be persuaded to under- 
stand where the present Thatcherite policies and the 
inclusion of a far-right party in the government is lead- 
ing their country. 
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under any other circumstances would not be toler- 
ated seems to be a major contemporary dilemma. 

For many members and supporters of the conservative 
Austrian People’s Party (OVP) this dilemma is an acute 
one: it is not always easy to approve of or support decla- 
rations by the Carinthian governor, Jorg Haider, and other 
officials of his extremist Freedom Party (FPO), because 
many of their statements starkly contradict the terms of 
the OVP-FPO coalition agreement. 

When certain points of the Austrian government's pro- 
gramme do not sound quite right to OVP members, they 
are told curtly that these points have been brought in at 
the behest of the Freedom Party, even though the pro- 
gramme is that of the whole government, not just of one 
of the two parties in the coalition. 

FPO members too must find it hard to keep up with 
their party's gaffes, which clearly undermine the demo- 
cratic principles laid out by the EU’s Three Wise Men in 
their report on Austria in September last year. 

The strategy of justifying extreme statements is by no 
means new and follows old rhetorical methods that are 
not confined to Austria but rather characterise the mode 
of modern political communication generally. In the 
Austrian context, this kind of strategy was especially evi- 
dent during the so-called “Waldheim Affair” in 1986. 

While the arguments used currently to justify the FPO’s 
stance are fairly predictable, they can also be rather sur- 
prising. Nevertheless, for opponents of the FPO, it is not 
always easy to challenge these arguments and success- 
fully expose them. 

Political debate frequently ends up in confrontations 
on television and radio with accusations and counter 
accusations hurled back and forth without ever reaching 
the point. Constant repetition and interruptions in such 
debates do little to lend clarity. 


esse: TO justify statements or behaviour which 
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The broad features of the Austrian right’s communica- 
tions strategy can, however, be set out schematically and 
can be shown to be an expression of the now well 
researched “Waldheim Debate” in a new form, with the 
same themes of political discussion and thinking recur- 
ring constantly in private conversations, in dialogue over- 
heard on public transport and in the media. That these 
topics should have gained popular currency should not 
be seen as isolated occurrences but as the expression of a 
wider political strategy which has seven broad aspects. 

Firstly, there are the conspiracy theories, with the hunt 
for scapegoats. Thus, the Freedom Party’s politics and its 
xenophobic slogans are not to blame for Austria's situa- 
tion; instead, it is the result of a socialist plot that allegedly 
began at last year’s Holocaust conference in Stockholm. 
The argument runs that “little” Austria is being forced to 
carry the can for the problems of the bigger countries; 
that outside reaction to antisemitic and xenophobic 
statements is exaggerated and that Austria's “enemies 
within” have ganged up to give the country a bad name. 

A second lynchpin of the strategy is to play down 
extremist statements with the claim that “words are only 
words” and argue that things said were not really said or 
were torn out of context. Antisemitic and xenophobic 
declarations, therefore, can be routinely justified with 
claims that someone from the opposition parties once 
said something similar. 

And as a last resort there is always the excuse that 
“everyone can make mistakes”, that “everyone is only 
human” and that one should not take it all so seriously. 
The logic of this approach is the right’s advice that one 
should only judge the coalition government on its deeds 
and not on its words ... as if the FPO’s extremist state- 
ments did not lead to extremist actions. 

Distortions and exaggerations likewise figure in the 
inventory of right-wing argument. An example of this is 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Anti-fascists 
demonstrate 
in Germany 

against Jorg 
Haider’s vist 
above 


Jorg Haider 
right 


the argument that if there is no “right” to criticise Jews 
and Gypsies, does that not suggest that people's thoughts 
are being policed? This thesis conveniently forgets that 
there has never been a prohibition on criticising people 
from another group as long as the intention is not to gen- 
eralise about that group. 

This, however, hardly disturbs the right, which can ask 
the seemingly naive question, why one cannot use the 
word “nigger” if one does not have any bad intentions. 
The right systematically mocks the social injunctions 
against the use of such terminology with the absurd claim 
that one must not, then, say “good morning” because 
Hitler used to say it. 

A key element in the right’s armoury of debate is to set 
off one set of claims against another. It apparently helps 
when others have misbehaved because one can then jus- 
tify one’s own actions and thoughts. Thus, when an FPO 
politician uses the phraseology of Hitler’s Waffen SS, it is 
not half as bad as it sounds when it is pointed out that 
similar language has been used by an opposition politi- 
cian. It is the same with racism, the existence of which in 
other countries does nothing to justify it in Austria. 

This sophist approach runs like a thread through the 
discourse of the right. Austria’s failure to come to terms 
with its Nazi past, for example, is covered up with defen- 
sive accusations that the USA has not dealt with its his- 
tory. Similarly, the efforts of an American Jewish lawyer to 
obtain compensation for the victims of Nazi slave labour 
are attributed to “Old Testament” lust for revenge -— a 
straightforward reversion to antisemitic stereotypes. 

The fifth key element in justifying right-wing outbursts 
is the discussion about who were victims and who were 
perpetrators during the Nazi period. The “victims”, it 
appears, have now been redefined so that everybody was 
a victim, including the whole of Austria. In this scheme of 
things, Jews and Gypsies are nothing special and are not 
considered Austrians even if, in fact, they were. 

Those who lost their homes in the war are, runs the 
argument, just as much victims as the Jews whose homes 
were “Aryanised” and who were humiliated in the streets 
of Vienna. Chucking everybody into the same pot marked 
“victims” conveniently pushes aside the fact that Austria 
freely took part in a criminal war and that many Austrians 
took part in the wilful murder of innocent people. 

Redefining reality itself is a key component of the 
right’s response to the European Union (EU) measures 
adopted in protest at the acceptance of the Freedom 
Party into the Austrian government. The right, in its prop- 
aganda, has transformed these measures into sanctions 
and claims that they were taken against Austria when, in 
fact, they were aimed at the Austrian government. 

Finally, as fast as reality is being redefined, history is 
being rewritten. The right’s propaganda dwells heavily on 
30 years of mistakes by the “Socialist” government as if 
the OVP had never been part of a coalition with the 
Socialists, had never been informed of government deci- 
sions and had never had anything to do with them. 

This argument is complemented by loud claims that 
Austria was a victim of Nazism and did not welcome the 
1938 unification with Nazi Germany. This thesis produces 
the perverse logic that if, after 1938, there was no Austria, 
then equally there could have been no participation by 
Austrians in war crimes or in the Holocaust! 

The list could go on and on. Every day new surprises 

are plucked out of what seems to be an ever deeper reser- 
voir of bogus justification for government policy. 
Nowadays in Austria one can be forgiven for thinking that 
“anything goes” because of the almost indecent haste 
with which former taboos are being broken. Insidious 
argument is accepted and the right is left free to its own 
peculiar pursuit of the old adage that “attack is the best 
form of defence’. 
Ruth Wodak is Professor for Linguistics, University of Vienna 
and Director of the Research Centre “Discourse, Politics, 
Identity’ at the Austrian Academy of Sciences. 
www.oeaw.ac.at/wittgenstein 
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PERSONAL OPINION 





Soledical warfare 


THIS MONTH sees the second anniversary of Sir 
William Macpherson’s Report into the death of 
Stephen Lawrence. In the weeks following its publica- 
tion in 1999, the media, political commentators and 
Parliament appeared to hold a consensus view that 
the report’s findings were fair and, unlike those of the 
Scarman Inquiry nearly 20 years earlier, should not be 
lost in a fog of bureaucracy and indecision. 

Despite the report’s generalisation that the police 
were institutionally racist, in fact many police serv- 
ices up and down the country were already operating 
the very policies for which the report was calling, 
some for several years. One of the most ambitious 
concepts, namely forming panels of civilian advisers 
to assist the police in devising policies that were both 
fair and practical, was already in motion some months 
before February 1999. 

The Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) chose one of 
its most intelligent, successful and flamboyant offi- 
cers, Deputy Assistant Commissioner John Grieve, to 
head a new Racial and Violent Crime Task Force, 
C024, now known as DCC4. Grieve approached 
around 40 people from a wide range of racial, reli- 
gious, community and educational work backgrounds 
to join him as his Independent Advisory Group (IAG). 
Some said they could never sit down with officers 
from a police service that had a reputation for racism. 
The braver and more thoughtful ones saw this as a 
unique opportunity to start putting things right. 
Around 30 accepted the invitation. 

Grieve wanted the MPS’s harshest critics on board 
with the aim of bringing about a win-win situation, in 
which both the citizens of London and the police 
themselves benefited from new policies and ideas. 

Sub-committees were formed to look at policy, 
recruitment, training and hate crime, and to reinvesti- 
gate cases where the public had complained of police 
prejudice and sloppiness in their methods of detec- 
tion. New rules of operation were laid down for offi- 
cers, more practical than politically correct. 

Assistance had already come from outside the MPS 
with the publication of the Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO) document, Winning the Race, which 
had identified endemic racism at sergeant and inspec- 
tor levels throughout the country. The Home Office less 
helpfully set unachievable recruitment targets for 
black officers and produced other quaint ideas. 

Wild pronouncements from the Home Office on 
refugees and the Roma did nothing to allay the suspi- 
cions of the black communities, but at CO24 every 
day brought more work for the small team of officers 
whom Grieve had personally recruited based on their 
previous roles in intelligence, detection and in some 
cases their Christian faith. 
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Not every meeting ended without blood on the car- 
pet between the police and the IAG. In late 1999 the 
Independent Advisers went “on strike” because they 
felt not enough progress was being made among 
officers outside C024. 

However, after an amazing three-day gathering in 
Bournemouth, where officers and advisers actually 
broke down and cried, much progress was made and 
a tough core of Advisers emerged from it. The media 
started to smell blood and had already written off 
the IAG experiment, only to find it not only alive but 
most definitely kicking. 

The introduction of police Community Safety Units 
across London brought an opportunity for what was 
being discussed to be put into practice. And officers 
beyond units dealing with hate crime saw the IAG as 
a source of practical advice and often intellectual 
stimulus in their operational work, and the invita- 
tions and workload of DAC Grieve and his team as 
well as the civilian advisers grew at a tremendous 
rate. 

Hate crime is not only about race, it is about 
domestic violence, homophobia and abuse of the 
elderly. But the critics of CO24 appear to be 
obsessed by race. 

One practical problem was that DAC Grieve and 
C024 were rapidly becoming a fire brigade for police 
services in trouble all over the country and the staff 
were collapsing under the strain. 

Eventually the squad was beefed up and the 
Athena Day operation early last year saw the practi- 
cal implementation of the intelligent policing we had 
all been waiting for, with over 100 arrests across 
London of known haters. Late last year two of the 
leading far-right football hooligans, Andy Frain and 
Jason Marriner, were jailed for seven and six years 
respectively for a reign of terror that had lasted sev- 
eral years. Information from outside the police, 
combined with C024 intelligence had combined to 
bring about this success. 

Soon after Nick Griffin took over as chair of the 
British National Party, he tried to hijack a CO24 anti- 
hate leaflet only to find, as had his predecessor John 
Tyndall in the mid 1980s, that DAC Grieve has a 
sharp bite. The subsequent legal action against the 
BNP cost the party several thousand pounds in costs 
and damages. 

But just when the first fruits of success were being 
harvested came a concerted attack by the right wing 
press. It went far beyond the front cover of Tyndall’s 
nazi magazine Spearhead, which pictured Grieve 
with the words “The man who would be Stalin”; and 
involved the Telegraph newspapers, the Mail group 
and The Sun. 
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ts from his article, “Doe: 
ism Exist in the Metropolitan Police Service 
which he had written for the Institute for the Study of 


_ Civil Society. He agreed subject to one proviso: that | 


they left the introductory passages intact otherwise the 
article would lose its sense. They failed to do so and 
_ quoted selectively in such a way as to alter completely 
_ its message. 

This can hardly be put down to poor editing or for- 
getfulness. The Telegraph, in its “ideological” game, 
also drew upon another booklet published by the 
Institute for the Study of Civil Society entitled “Racist 
Murder and Pressure Group Politics: The Macpherson 
Report and the Police”. The three authors of this inac- 
curate load of codswallop, Norman Dennis, George 
Erdos and Ahmed Al-Shahi, appear to be throwbacks to 
the worst years of Cold War politics. Their talk of 
Stalinist show trials, Trotsky and Leninism smack of the 
type of drivel poured out by the worst elements of the 
Monday Club when it was heavily infiltrated by the far 
right, or the late Lady Jane Birdwood’s pamphlets from 
the same period. They may know something about the 
politics of the Cold War but they appear to know very 
little about policing a modern society or about justice. 

But not all the enemies are outside the police. 
Whispering campaigns inside the MPS and even some 
back stabbing within the IAG is not unknown. Many offi- 
cers and Independent Advisers were furious that New 
Scotland Yard’s press department appeared unpre- 
pared for such attacks on the integrity of one of the 
service’s most senior officers and all the good work he 
and his team have put in. 

Is it a coincidence that whenever there is anything 
that could cause grief for the progressives within the 
police, it is the Telegraph and Mail that get confidential 
inside information. | firmly believe that information 
does get leaked to the Telegraph for ideological rea- 
sons. On the other hand if the Mail gets an exclusive, it 
is more likely to be the result of the transfer of a sum 
of cash in the proverbial brown envelope. 

Sir Herman Ouseley, in his now much leaked report 
on the MPS, says that one of the Met’s real failings is 
in communications both internal and external. This is 
apparent from a recent case in which a black adviser in 
a room full of ordinary police officers came up against 
a big mouth who was laying down the law, highly inac- 
curately, about what the Macpherson Report had said 
about racism in the police. After several challenges the 
officer admitted that he had never read the report or 
even the passages he was allegedly quoting. It turned 
out that of the 20-odd officers presence not a single 
one had read the report and their condemnation of it 
arose from sheer prejudice and ignorance. 

The situation over “Stop and Search” is similar. Most 
sensible people inside and outside the police do not 
wish to see an end to “Stop and Search”, they merely 
want it to be operated equitably and to achieve a 
greater return on the effort of police officers than has 
been the case in the past. 

Yet one would get an entirely different impression 
from reading the press, which largely quotes Norman 
Brennan, who despite all the press efforts to build him 
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This month sees a major MPS cam- 
paign against hate crime. It features 
a 20-second film declaring war on 
hate crime in all its forms shown at 
cinemas all over London, and the 
distribution of tens of thousands of 
anti-hate crime leaflets. 

The joint efforts now being made 
to eliminate hate crime and to wipe 
away the now famous tear drop on 
the victim’s face will succeed, for we 
have even greater determination 
than those who wish to promote a 
divisive society by playing the race 
card. 
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The far right in Europe 





: | Jewisl -entre and Searchlight Educational Trust 
Somdiae Tuesdagr? 20 ESbruary 2001 10:00am to 4:00pm 
At the London Jewish Cultural Centre 


{Fipre Soldaten 
- war i ine Verbreche: 





Karl Pfeifer Austrian correspondent Cost £25.00 
of Searchlight, former editor of Die including lunch 
Gemeinde, the official newspaper of 
the Jewish community in Vienna, and Concession rate £15.00 for full- 
an internationally respected time students with an NUS card 
commentator on Austrian politics 

To book tickets contact the 
Graeme Atkinson European editor London Jewish Cultural Centre 
of Searchlight and co-ordinator of The Old House 
international anti-fascist network King’s College 

Kidderpore Ave 
Stieg Larsson Co-editor of the anti- London NW3 7SZ 
fascist magazine Expo and Tel 020 7431 0345 
Searchlight’s Swedish correspondent 
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Russia American antisemitic book 
angers Russians 


DAVID DUKE, the former US Ku Klux Klan leader, has 
visited Moscow to promote an antisemitic book. Duke, 
founder of the US-based National Organisation for 
European American Rights, says his book, Ultimate 
Supremacism: An Examination of the Jewish Question, 
might be printed in Russian even before it appears in 
English. “It’s not about hating other people, I don't 
hate other races, I don’t hate other peoples. But I feel 
great love and appreciation for our European culture,” 
Duke told Russia’s independent NTV channel. 

Sergei Kovalyov, a former Russian human rights 
commissioner, said, however, that the book would 
only fuel “unfortunate” tendencies towards racial 
hatred in Russian society. He angrily quoted a passage 
from the book which he found most offensive: “Our 
supremacy must be announced. We are Aryan’. 

Antisemitism is a major issue in Russia. Right-wing 
extremist and nationalist organisations proclaim 
openly antisemitic views and antisemitic and racist lit- 
erature is freely sold. Even the Russian Orthodox 
Church hierarchy takes seriously a theory that says the 
Romanov royal family might have been executed as 
part of a “Judaeo-masonic conspiracy”. On his Internet 
site, Duke lavishly praises Russia as “the bulwark of the 
white race”. 


Romania Far-right party takes 
second place in election 


THE FAR-RIGHT Greater Romanian Party (GRP) has 
become the second largest party in the Romanian par- 
liament following a general election on 25 November. 
Led by the fanatic Corneliu Vadim Tudor, the GRP, 
which is is notorious for whipping up anti-Western, 
anti-communist, anti-Hungarian, antisemitic and 
anti-Roma hatred, took 21% of the vote and will now 
be in charge of parliamentary committee posts. 

Tudor was defeated in the second round of the 
Romanian presidential election on 10 December, 
which was won by president Jon Iliescu. Soon after- 
wards a violent antisemitic incident occurred at the 
Jewish History Museum in Bucharest, when two men 
asked a guide where they could see “Auschwitz soap” 
or “soap made from human fat”, before punching and 
choking a security guard and smashing windows and 
museum objects. President Iliescu condemned the 
assault, which police are investigating, as an “act of 
vandalism which attacks the memory and the identity 
of Romania's Jews” and called on the courts to “set an 
example in punishing” those responsible. 
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Germany Union leader calls for 
strike against fascism 


GERMANY’S TOP trade union leader has called for 
strike action against racism. Harald Fiedler, the chief 
of the 14-million member German Trade Union 
Federation (DGB), urged workers to down tools for ten 
minutes to register mass opposition to the danger 
from the right. In a speech to a union New Year recep- 
tion in Frankfurt, Fiedler warned that antisemitic and 
xenophobic violence have reached a shocking scale. 
Fiedler’s call came only days after newly released fig- 
ures showed a drastic rise in the number of criminal 
offences committed by right-wing extremists. The sta- 
tistics, issued by the German Interior Ministry, showed 
that more than 10,000 cases had been registered in the 
first nine months of last year, an increase of 14% on the 
same period in 1999. 

Commenting on the figures, Jewish community 
leader Paul Spiegel said that the antisemitic wind is 
blowing ice cold in our faces and declared that anti- 
semitism and xenophobia in Germany were growing 
into extremely threatening phenomena. In early 
January, an elderly Jewish couple in Cottbus were tar- 
geted for nazi death threats, the Jewish cemetery in 
Potsdam was desecrated and a rabbi assaulted in a 
Berlin underground station. 


Chile Pinochet agrees to take 
the medical tests 


GENERAL AUGUSTO Pinochet finally agreed to 
undergo medical tests last month, which will deter- 
mine whether he is fit to stand trial in Chile. 

The former dictator, who only changed his mind at 
the last moment as the threat of arrest loomed, was 
expected then to be questioned as part of the investi- 
gation into allegations that he played a direct role in 
the execution of some 75 civilians in 1973. 

Under Chilean law all defendants over the age of 70 
are required to take medical tests, which include neu- 
rological and psychological examinations. 

Lat month a government report offered new evi- 
dence of crimes committed under the Pinochet dicta- 
torship, indicating that 120 bodies were thrown into 
the Pacific. In the wake of the publication of the report 
the Chilean press was filled with the names of the “dis- 
appeared” — those tortured and murdered at the hands 
of the US-backed military death squads. 

Jaqueline Pinochet, the former dictator’s youngest 
daughter, savaged the army for not doing enough to 
protect her father and denied that human rights viola- 
tions were committed by the military, arguing that 
“there were no disappeared”. 
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S GEORGE Walker Bush (W.) replaces 
William Jefferson Clinton as self-proclaimed 
Leader of the Free World, much of the so- 
called free world cannot decide whether to 
augh or cry. In contrast to his father’s long 
career as a congressman, director of the CIA and vice- 
president, Young W. had a total of six years’ experience 
as governor of Texas before becoming president. He is 
best known for his misspent youth as a party animal, 
his inability to read and his failed tenure in the oil busi- 
ness. But if this makes you laugh at “the cretinism” of 
American politics - as one French commentator put it 
- get ready to cry. 

From the look of his foreign policy team, Young W. is 
likely to heighten conflicts with Russia and China and 
place less emphasis on diplomatic multilateralism. Do 
not look for the Clinton-style buddy-to-buddy walks 
with Prime Minister Tony Blair, and it is difficult to see 
W. forming any quick relationships with German or 
French leaders, most of whom are out of sync with 
Young W.’s quasi-isolationism. Although he has named 
competent long-time Republican Party stalwarts to key 
foreign policy positions, this will not be a replay of his 
Poppy's administration. He promises to get “tough” 
with the People’s Republic of China over the status of 
Taiwan. And he has promised to make “corruption” a 
major point of contention with Russia. If Young W. fol- 
lows through with his promises, it will undoubtedly 
upset those (Republican) corporate busy-bodies hop- 
ing to expand business dealings in two of the world’s 
biggest markets. 

Despite the fact that General Colin Powell will 
become the first black Secretary of State and that 
Bush's top National Security Adviser, Condoleeza Rice, 
is also black, Africa and African-related affairs will 
probably slip down the foreign policy priority list. Look 
for American involvement only in those locales where 
there is oil —- such as Angola — or possible subpowers, 
such as Nigeria, to carry American water. And don't 
xpect human rights to be on the agenda. 

The most destabilising proposal from the new admin- 

tration, however, will be plans to build (or try and 

missile defence system in space, a modification 

‘ar Wars” project laughed off the docket during 
Re 



































f Representative and a 50-50 split 
the Senate, Young W. is likely to 
finance an American military 
Cheney, who will be the 
administration, can break 
vote. 
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But Young W. will not be a rerun of his dad 
y Devin Burghart and Leonard Zeskind 


Myth of compassionate conservatism 

It is on the domestic side, however, that the new Bush 
administration will effect the most immediate change. 
For example, Young W. has nominated former Missouri 
Senator John Ashcroft to the post of Attorney General. 
If confirmed, Ashcroft will head the Justice Department 
and be charged with enforcing federal law, including 
civil rights legislation. The Ashcroft nomination pays 
back groups such as the Rev Pat Robertson's Christian 
Coalition for its support during the election. And it 
takes a bow to those white nationalists who did not 
abandon the Republican Party to join the Buchanan 
campaign. 

One significant white nationalist organisation sup- 
porting Ashcroft is the Council of Conservative Citizens 
(CofCC). Based in St Louis, Missouri, the CofCC is the 
lineal descendant of the White Citizens’ Councils, and 
has become one of the largest white nationalist groups 
now operating. The CofCC has been welcomed into a 
constellation of over 100 Christian right, anti-immi- 
grant and white nationalist groups allied under the 
leadership of Paul Weyrich’s Free Congress Foundation. 
Weyrich’s allies includes the Christian Coalition, Focus 
on the Family and the Family Research Council - all 
Christian right groups. The inclusion of the CofCC in 
this coalition of Christian right groups reflects CofCC’s 
move from the margins to the mainstream, and the 
semi-respectable face it gives white supremacy. 

The CofCC also supported Ashcroft when anti-racists 
attempted to get him to rescind his comments in 
Southern Partisan. Despite the large number of signa- 
tures collected, Ashcroft refused to distance himself 
from the magazine. In a 1998 interview, he extolled 
support for the magazine, which caters to so-called 
neo-Confederates who seek to redo the Civil War and 
rehabilitate the image of the Confederacy. Ashcroft 
commended the magazine for “helping to set the 
record straight” against what he called “attacks the 
revisionists have brought against our founders”. 

Adding more praise, he said, “You've got a heritage of 
doing that, of defending Southern patriots like 
[Confederate generals] Lee, Jackson and Davis. 
Traditionalists must do more. I’ve got to do more. We've 
all got to stand up and speak in this respect, or else 
we'll be taught that these people were giving their lives, 
subscribing their sacred fortunes and their honor to 
some perverted agenda.” By Ashcroft’s account, then, 
defence of the Confederate system of chattel slavery 
was not “perverted”. 

At the time of the Ashcroft interview Southern 
Partisan listed two “Senior Advisers” on their mast- 
head: Patrick Buchanan and Boyd Cathey. In addition 
to being the former editor of Southern Partisan and a 
North Carolina chair of the 1992 Buchanan presidential 
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campaign, Cathey is a member of the select 25-mem- 
ber advisory board for the Institute for Historical 
Review — the “Holocaust is a hoax” folks. 

The CofCC also lobbied Ashcroft for the release of an 
imprisoned white supremacist charged with crimes 
that include conspiracy to murder an FBI agent and a 
federal witness. 

As a US Senator, Ashcroft voted against the Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act, which would have amended 
federal law to recognise hate crimes based on sexual 
orientation, gender and disability, and expanded fed- 
eral jurisdiction over these and other hate crimes 
already covered under federal law. 


The environment and labour? 

Hand them over to the big corporations 

Young W.’s nominee for Secretary of the Interior, Gale 
Norton, signals an intention to roll back environmental 
protection. The Interior Department oversees preser- 
vation and management of natural resources. It also 
oversees the Bureau of Indian Affairs, which deals with 
Native American treaty rights and tribal sovereignty 
issues. 

Norton will face a challenge from environmental and 
civil rights groups because of her anti-environment 
record and her comments about the Confederacy. The 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), in particular, is working with environ- 
mentalists to oppose Norton, citing a 1996 speech in 
which she likened the struggle to preserve states’ rights 
to the cause of the Confederacy and said: “We lost too 
much” when the South was defeated in the Civil War. 

A protégée of James Watt, President Reagan’s notori- 
ous head of the Interior Department, Norton’s appoint- 
ment would be a “natural disaster”, according to envi- 
ronmental groups, given her record of supporting and 
accommodating unbridled corporate exploitation of 
natural resources and the environment. 

The first blow to the new Bush administration came 
when Linda Chavez, his nominee to head the Labor 
Department, was forced to withdraw herself. Chavez, 
an outspoken conservative columnist, withdrew in 
early January, not because she opposed affirmative 
action or because of the threat she posed to organised 
labour, but because of the controversy over the fact 
that she provided shelter and financial support to an 
undocumented worker who performed household 
chores for her. 

To fill the void left by Chavez, Bush nominated Elaine 
Chao. Chao’s government career began in 1983 as a 
Reagan administration White House fellow. She has also 
served as a distinguished fellow at the Heritage 
Foundation, the influential right-wing think-tank. Her 
husband, Mitch McConnell, is a conservative 


Republican Senator from Kentucky. Although conserva- 
tive, Chao is not viewed by the AFL-CIO trade union 
federation as being as problematic as Chavez. 

Nevertheless, Young W.’s administration is likely to try 
and gut whatever political influence labour unions 
gained during the Clinton administration. 


Strengths and weaknesses of Bush opponents 
The battle over the Attorney General post, which is still 
in progress as Searchlight goes to press, has spotlighted 
strengths and weaknesses among American groups 
whose primary focus is anti-racist and anti-fascist. On 
the plus side, several groups have provided journalists 
with key pieces of information about far-right groups 
with direct links to Ashcroft. This information and 
analysis has helped shape public opinion during the 
period before the Senate hearings. 

On the other hand, there were significant weak- 
nesses. Law enforcement officers who specialise in 
tracking militia groups, for example, were reluctant 
even to discuss Ashcroft’s ties to the far right. More 
importantly, however, antifa-type groups based outside 
the DC power corridors were not able effectively to 
translate their own information and analysis into lever- 
age on Capitol Hill. The earliest discussions among pro- 
gressives inside DC focused on Ashcroft’s opposition to 
abortion rights and his role in scuttling a prominent 
black jurist’s court appointment, not on the links to 
militia figures and white supremacists. At the same time 
as anti-fascist groups failed to find a voice inside DC, 
they also failed to mobilise their own constituencies in 
the Northwest, Midwest and South into active opposi- 
tion. And this on a post which will have the greatest 
impact on civil rights and hate crimes-related issues. 

More than ten years after David Duke brought the 
cowpasture crossburning set back into the mainstream 
of American politics, antifa-type groups have yet to 
develop an adequate national fight-the-right apparatus. 
They will rue that failure over the next four years. 
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NPD faces constitutional ban 
From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


AFTER THREE months of public debate and with majori- 
ties within all three of Germany’s constitutional bodies — 
the Federal Parliament, the Federal Council and the 
Federal Government - an application to ban the nazi 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) was 
lodged with the Federal Constitutional Court in 
Karlsruhe in mid-January. 

The call for a ban, backed by 12 of Germany's 17 federal 
states and the major parties except the Christian 
Democrats, has as its basis the “anti-constitutional 
objectives of the NPD” and the fact that it has incited vio- 
lence and its members have participated in violence. 

Reservations about the wisdom of the application have 
been widespread. Many fear that the constitutional court 
might reject it, leaving the NPD to emerge even stronger. 
The documentary evidence likely to be presented in sup- 
port of the application, which runs to several hundred 
pages, says almost nothing that has not previously 
appeared in anti-fascist publications such as Antifa- 
Infoblatt and Searchlight over the past few years. For 
example, the fact that the NPD, under its present chair- 
man Udo Voigt, has evolved into a gathering point for 
banned organisations and acts as a cover for the hard- 
core Free Kameradschaften has been well known to anti- 
fascists since as long ago as 1977. 

Since 1992, 17 right-wing extremist organisations have 
been banned at national and federal state level and the 
effectiveness of these measures has been questionable. 
In very few cases has a ban spelled the end of activity. In 
numerous cases, activity continued through already 
existing front organisations. 

For example, members of the banned Nationalistische 
Front and the Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei are 
active throughout the nazi spectrum: in the NPD, in its 
youth organisation, in the prisoners’ aid organisation, 
the HNG, and in the skinhead scene. Bans have hardly 
cramped the style of long-standing nazi activists, 
Christian Worch and his sidekick, Thomas Wulff. 

Bans have had only a marginal effect, mainly on the 
sympathisers of the various organisations. Even then this 
has depended on whether the prohibitions have been 
enforced through measures such as house searches, raids 
and the breaking up of meetings. 

The ban on the Wiking Jugend (WJ) in 1995 caused 
problems for youth recruitment but leading WJ officers 
were quickly able to occupy leading positions in both the 
NPD and its youth organisation. 

To date only one independent Kameradschaft has 
been outlawed and its members rapidly circumvented its 
prohibition by joining other Kameradschaften in nearby 
localities. Some also joined the NPD. 
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It should also be noted that legal proceedings on the 
grounds of “continuation” of outlawed organisations 
have tended to run into a brick wall or, where successful, 
ended with only suspended sentences for those con- 
victed. In only one case, that of Worch, was a nazi jailed 
for continuing a banned organisation. 

Only two legally registered political parties have ever 
been banned, both in the 1950s. The outcome of an 
application to outlaw the NPD is thus unclear and pro- 
ceedings could take up to two years, during which time 
the NPD will be able to make alternative arrangements. 

The NPD will be represented in the Federal 
Constitutional Court by Horst Mahler, the former Red 
Army Faction terrorist now playing a prominent role in 
the NPD, and the party’s house lawyer Hans-Giinther 
Eisenecker. Politically, the NPD has decided to concen- 
trate on a campaign under the slogan “arguments instead 
of bans” with a heavy focus on information stalls in town 
centres and organised petitions. 

The NPD is boasting that it has recruited 500 new 
members through its campaign. It had earlier planned to 
desist from marches but, after being accused of cow- 
ardice by Worch and his allies, opted to hold what turned 
out to be a disastrous march in Berlin in November. 

Internally, the party leadership has warned its activists 
to get rid of compromising literature and to engage only 
in legal activities. This is not easy because of the close 
links with the uncontainable Kameradschaften. A joint 
march was held in Greifswald on 14 January, arising from 
very real fears that the NPD will be overtaken and 
replaced by the Kameradschaften. These groups are not 
disturbed by the threat of a ban and are stepping up their 
calls for greater militancy, the establishment of “national- 
revolutionary cells” and the systematic gathering of 
information on political opponents. 


Udo Voigt, 
leader of the 
NPD right, 
Republikaner 
leader Franz 
Schonhuber 
centre and 
former Red 
Army Faction 
terrorist 
Horst Mahler 
at a press 
conference 
to protest 
against the 
proposed 
ban on the 
NPD. 


Seventeen nazi organisations have been outlawed since 1992 





27 November 1992 
10 December 1992 


21 December 1992 





Nationalistische Front 
Deutsche Alternative 
Deutscher Kameradschaftsbund 





22 December 1992 


Nationale Offensive 





11 June 1993 


Nationaler Block 





14 July 1993 


Heimattreue Vereinigung Deutschlands 





2 September 1993 


Freundeskreis Freiheit fur Deutschland 





10 November 1994 


Wiking Jugend 





24 February 1995 


Nationale Liste 





24 February 1995 


Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei 





5 May 1995 


Direkte Aktion/Mitteldeutschland _ 





30 July 1996 


Skinheads Allgau 





15 August 1997 


Kameradschaft Oberhavel 





11 February 1998 


_ Heide-Heim e.V. 











11 August 2000 Hamburger Sturm 
14 September 2000 _— Blood and Honour 
14 September 2000 White Youth 











USTRALIA FINISHED 2000 more ambivalent than 
ever before with regard to how it is perceived 

nternationally for its treatment of its indigenous 
population. Reports released during the year reaffirmed 
that there has been no improvement in the health care 
and life expectancy of Aborigines, with the child 
immortality rate higher among some Aborigine 
communities than in some third world nations. 

Although this is of concern to the government, its 
attitude towards the overall wellbeing of Aborigines both 
in rural and city environments is woeful, both in housing 
and health care and in the policing of communities. 
Moreover, international scrutiny and criticism often appear 
to be only an embarrassment rather than a serious 
challenge. The Liberal (Conservative) government has 
managed only to increase its rhetoric on the subject. 
After being roundly condemned by the UN last year over 
mandatory sentencing of Aboriginal youths for offences 
such as stealing packets of biscuits, both federal and 
state Liberal governments criticised the UN for its “ill- 
informed and undemocratic” intervention. Under 
mandatory sentencing, young offenders are removed from 
their communities and transported up to thousands of 
kilometres away to detention centres, where many suffer 
extreme depressions and are prone to harming 
themselves. As well as child immortality, young Aborigines 
have the highest suicide rate in the country. 

In Sydney and Melbourne late in 2000, marches for 
reconciliation attracted over half a million Australians 
under the banner “Sorry”, a word that the federal 
government has refused to utter despite the Council for 
Reconciliation’s recommendation that this would go a 
long way in helping Aborigines come to terms with the 
stolen generation. In response, many inside the 
government and in certain newspapers queried the use of. 
the word “stolen” to describe the removal from their 
communities of approximately 20% of Aboriginal children 
between the end of the Second World War and the late 
1970s. The children were placed in foster care or 
children’s homes, to make them more “Australian”. 

The far-right One Nation (ON) party continued to 
implode with recriminations and accusations in the light 
of the Electoral Commission scandal, in which ON was 
ordered to repay over $500,000 (£185,000) fraudulently 
obtained from the Queensland Commission. The party’s 
only New South Wales MP David Oldfield, was suspended 
for trying to form another party and in turn locked the 
party’s leader, Pauline Hanson, out of the party 
headquarters. Police raids have uncovered a stunning 
web of deceit and lies for which it appears the hapless 
Hanson will be held responsible. During the Christmas 
and New Year break, Hanson called the press to the 
commission offices in Brisbane so they could view her 
repaying more than half the money. Echoing Oldfield’s 
accusation that she was not very bright, Hanson shook 








and knocked on the doors in front of a highly amused 
camp of press before discovering it was closed for the 
holiday. Upon turning to the press and asking, “Did you 
all know it was closed?” she was met with a resounding 
and cheerful “Yes!”. 

Despite its ongoing problems, One Nation may well 
hold the key in the forthcoming West Australian state 
elections. ON has directed its second preferences to the 
incumbent Liberals, also big fans of mandatory 
sentencing. ON is highly unlikely to win any seats in the 
Lower House, but will hold the key in rural or marginal 
seats where it sits somewhere in the mindset between 
the Liberals and the Labor opposition. The decision to 
back the Liberals comes not long after the WA premier, 
Richard Court, softened his opposition to ON, having 
previously described them as “Fruitloops”. One of the 
“Fruitloops”, ON’s leader in WA, Frank Hough, told the 
press that the Liberals would be looked upon most 
“favourably”. 

A federal government researcher into rural politics, 
Jennifer Curtin, revealed in early January that although 
support for One Nation and Hanson in particular 
remained strong in most areas, antipathy towards Labor 
was also softening. The Labor Party could do well to beat 
the Liberals into second place in these areas, but would 
still suffer because of ON’s preferences. Much of the 
increase in Labor’s popularity, one would only snidely 
suggest, is due to the Tony Blair influence on Labor’s 
state opposition leader, Geoff Gallop, a close friend of the 
British leader. Gallop has used the election to make many 
wild and varying promises, though has little chance of 
being elected if the Hanson phenomenon should rear its 
head. 

What ON seems now more intent on doing than ever 
before is blackmailing incumbent and hopeful 
politicians to make them small offers over policy. As a 
serious political force ON may be dying, but the 
complexities of the Australian voting system still allow 
them to meddle with the democratic process. Though 
Labor has a policy of putting ON last on the ballot, at 
least three Labor candidates have approached ON for 
preference swaps. 

An army investigation into bastardisation in the military 
uncovered three members of the nazi rock band Blood 
Oath in one of the regiments investigated. To a 
photograph of them in Blood and Honour t-shirts with 
accompanying tattoos, the Defence Ministry responded 
that their politics, regardless how unpopular, were a 
“private matter for the individual”. Australian troops are 
currently acting as peacekeepers in East Timor. Without 
saying whether the men are actually stationed there, the 
army did confirm that the three have been separated. In 
typical nazi fashion, however, the bastardisation claims 
against the military include stripping new recruits naked 
and slapping their buttocks with a large fish. 
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nazis and their supporters took to the streets of 

Salem, a suburb of Stockholm, on 16 December, to 
mourn the death of a 17-year-old skinhead, Daniel 
Wretstr6m. The march was by far the largest nazi gath- 
ering in Sweden since the 1940s. 

Before his death, Wretstrém was a nazi nonentity. 
Although he played in the band White Legion, few had 
ever heard of him. His violent death, however, has 
made him a household name and the posthumous best 
friend of leading nazis intent on transforming him into 
a Swedish Horst Wessel and a hero of the struggle 
against the “oppressive multicultural society”. 

The background to the events of 16 December is 
fairly clear. Wretstr6m had visited his friends at a party 
in Salem and was assaulted late in the evening, while 
standing alone at a bus stop, by a mixed gang of 
Swedish and immigrant youngsters. He was kicked, 
beaten and had his throat slashed with a knife. The 
attackers were not part of any anti-racist group nor was 
there any apparent political motive. 

Tension had been running high in Stockholm 
throughout the weekend of the killing. Three nights 
earlier, two skinheads had assaulted a Stockholm 
underground railway ticket clerk as he was closing up 
for the evening. The victim was kicked to the ground 
and one or both of the skinheads repeatedly jumped on 
his head. He was rushed to hospital but doctors later 
said his condition had stabilised and he would survive. 


I: AN unprecedented display, almost a thousand 
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The difference between the attacks is that the ticket 
clerk was attacked by politically motivated racists — 
who proudly boasted to the police about their nazi 
convictions — because he was a Hungarian immigrant 
and therefore not welcome in Sweden. 

Over the past decade at least 15 people have been 
murdered in racially motivated nazi violence in 
Sweden. They include: 

@ The torture and murder by four skinheads of 14-year- 
old John Hron at a remote camp site in 1995. | 

@ The stabbing of black immigrant Gerard Gbeyo by 
the local leader of the now defunct Reich Front in 
southern Sweden, also in 1995. 

@ The brutal stabbing of Peter Karlsson, an ice hockey 
player, in Vasteras. Karlsson, a homosexual, was killed 
by the leader of a local nazi gang. Since his murder, the 
numbers 18-64 have become part of nazi symbolism in 
Sweden. 18 represents AH, Adolf Hitler, while 64 is the 
number of stab wounds in Karlsson’s body. 

The execution-style murder of two police officers in 
Malexander in 1999, following a bank robbery. 

@ The assassination of trade unionist Bjérn Sdderberg 
in a Stockholm suburb, also in 1999. 

Very few Swedish nazis have themselves been vic- 
tims and the nazis have done their best to make politi- 
cal capital out of those deaths that have occurred. A 
skinhead was shot dead by the police in somewhat 
dubious circumstances as he resisted arrest, another 
was shot by a psychopath a few years ago and a third 























SWEDEN 


patriot named Horst Wessel inspired a song and a move- 
ment 70 years ago, let Daniel’s memory be a motivator.” 

The more respectable fascists of the Sweden 
Democrats joined the chorus, claiming that Wretstr6m’s 
killer “represents the gallery of hardcore criminals who 
have been added to the Swedish population due to mass 
immigration from faraway countries”. 

So the scene was set for a massive extreme right-wing 
propaganda show on 16 December, a week after the 
killing, organised by Robert Vesterlund, head of the 
Stockholm anti-Antifa and editor of the pro-terrorist 
Info-14 magazine. That he was able to gather close to 800 
assorted nazis drawn from Blood and Honour, the 


from Pat Hennings and Stieg Larsson in Stockholm 


skinhead was killed in the 1980s when he went out 
immigrant bashing and bit off more than he could 
chew. The nazis were unable to make much mileage 
out of any of these cases. 

Wretstr6m, however, fits the bill exactly. His killing 
has provided nazis and “respectable” racists alike with 
a much needed “martyr”. Within hours, Wretstrém’s 
death swept across fascist websites, with various fac- 
tions claiming to have known him as a “true comrade”. 

“Here is the Horst Wessel of our generation — the fig- 
urehead of a new movement - to whom we each owe a 
blood debt to unite. This morning Europe weeps for a 
fallen hero. Mark this day - for he shall be avenged” 
said the Blood and Honour website. 

“Wretstr6m ... well known to the scene and in the 
movement, was attacked ... by a gang of 15 black and 
mixed race immigrant scum who attacked him solely on 
the basis of his appearance,” added the US-based White 
Pride site. 

Even the terrorist killer, David Lane, of the Order, now 
serving a 150-year sentence in a US prison, got in on the 
act: “With heavy hearts we remember the life and death 
of a loyal and true young soldier of the Folk, Daniel 
Wretstrém. It now becomes our duty to see that his sac- 
rifice was not in vain. Just as the death of another white 


National Youth and the National Socialist Front was a 
nazi achievement unprecedented in modern Sweden. 

To this must be added close to 200 marchers made up 
of “concerned parents”, and representatives of such dis- 
parate organisations as the Sweden Democrats, the anti- 
semitic Brotherhood of Pope Pius X, and the editor of the 
radical conservative magazine Salt — people who nor- 
mally would not wish to be seen within a million miles of 
uniformed nazis. 

Between them, the nazis have turned the Wretstr6m 
killing into the biggest nazi propaganda coup in 
Scandinavia for many years and have used it to weld 
together the warring factions of the racist extreme right. 
The danger now is that revenge killings may not be far 
off. 





A torchlit 
demonstration 
in the 
Stockholm 
subburb of 
Salem united 
the far right 
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Nazi violence hits Norway’s 
“deep south” 

From Monitor in Bergen, Oslo and 
Kristiansand 


Kristiansand has suffered several violent racist incidents 
since the nazi bonehead group, Bootboys, has turned its 
attention to the southern Norwegian city. The increase 
in the group's activities there follows the incarceration of 
several of its leading members in Oslo. 

Serious assaults and clashes with young immigrants 
have occurred in the centre of Kristiansand in the past 
few months. One of Bergen’s leading nazis, the convicted 
criminal Mikkel Vetvik, has moved there and a former 
Swedish National Socialist Front member, Fredrik 
William Ulf Strand, has also been seen in the city. 

The most recent violence occurred on New Year's Eve, 
when a young Ethiopian was battered senseless by a 
bunch of nazi hooligans in an unprovoked assault. 
Vetvik and his sidekick, Kim Hugo Hansen, together with 
two young thugs from nearby Lillesand have been 
charged with this attack. 

The local newspaper has been providing excellent 
reports on the nazi mayhem. In contrast, the 
Kristiansand police have been refusing to comment on 
what they know about the local nazi scene and have 
even attacked the press for writing about the violence. 

It is only four months since the local authorities in 
Kristiansand, together with the state-financed Exit 
Project, loudly trumpeted the claim that they had man- 
aged to wipe out the city’s nazi scene. According to the 
Exit Project, there were “only six” nazis left in 
Kristiansand. 

The truth, however, is different. While social workers 
and local police have been busy congratulating them- 
selves, one of the largest nazi scenes in Norway has 
mushroomed right under their noses. At first, nazi activ- 
ity was concentrated around Vigrid, which claims to be 
the Norwegian branch of William Pierce’s National 
Alliance. But last September a faction of Vigrid broke 
away to form a local Bootboys group. 

Following the New Year's Eve attack, Kristiansand 
politicians have been forced to recognise that the city 
has a serious nazi problem. Mette Gundersen, of the 
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Labour Party, has proposed a ten-point plan to combat 
the nazis, which includes a ban on nazi uniforms in 
schools, a public meeting with local police and politi- 
cians, cinema advertisements proclaiming Kristiansand 
an anti-racist zone, a cathedral concert against racism 
and banning nazis from pubs in the city. 

Hopefully, Kristiansand’s population will now stand 
up to nazi violence and show that the whole community 
— and not just politicians such as Gundersen -— is willing 
to protect its minorities. 


Progress Party in turmoil 


THE RIGHT-WING populist and anti-immigrant 
Progress Party (FrP) is tearing itself apart with internal 
warfare. The row stems from disagreements between the 
party’s national leadership and its Oslo branch over who 
should appear second on the party’s Oslo list for the next 
general election. 

The second place is considered “safe” and the selected 
candidate would almost certainly become an MP. The 
party organisation in Oslo nominated its local leader, 
Dag Danielsen, to fill the spot but the FrP leadership 
favoured Siv Jensen, who has a better public profile. The 
FrP’s charismatic leader, Carl I Hagen, who heads the 
Oslo list, is not a man to cross and it soon became appar- 
ent that Danielsen risked being expelled from the FrP if 
he persisted. 

Danielsen quickly backed down but not before tem- 
pers had risen and Danielsen’s allies had started bandy- 
ing about accusations of “dictatorship” and “undemoc- 
ratic methods”. An irate Hagen responded by calling his 
opponents a “cancer within the party” on national tele- 
vision, and charging them with disloyalty and political 
passivity. 

The mud-slinging continued until nine members of 
the party’s Oslo executive were variously expelled or sus- 
pended from the FrP. Incredibly, the nine turned to the 
courts to have their expulsions rescinded. Needless to 
say this blew the whole case open to the tabloids who 
were dying for juicy details. 

The court decided not to order the Oslo executive 
members’ reinstatement, but they have appealed and 
their case is expected to be heard in February. The latest 
news to leak out, however, is that that six of the nine 
have decided to throw in the towel but the others will go 
ahead with the appeal. 

The FrP has already seen its popularity nosedive in the 
polls because of the internal dispute and the prospect of 
more very public washing of dirty linen is only likely to 
accelerate this process. 
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Far-right call for Nazi amnesty 
From Wim Haelsterman, Brussels, 
AFF-Verzet/Résistances 


THE LAST two issues of Revolte (Revolt), a quarterly 
magazine published by the Flemish far-right action 
group Voorpost, have proved yet again that a significant 
part of the Flemish nationalist movement still refuses to 
condemn Belgian wartime political and military collabo- 
ration with Hitler’s Nazi regime. 

The more moderate tendency within the nationalist 
movement publicly apologised long ago for “the mis- 
takes” made in the past. But 56 years after the Liberation 
the ultra-nationalists continue to call for a total and 
unconditional “amnesty” for the now rapidly declining 
group of Nazi collaborators. Worse, they also demand an 
official apology from the Belgian state for alleged wrongs 
done to nationalists in the postwar period. 

“The political collaboration was essentially an attempt 
to give Flanders another political future with the aid of a 
foreign power. And there is nothing wrong with that,” 
wrote Voorpost leader John Vanslambrouck recently, 
carefully forgetting the national socialist and antisemitic 
nature of groups such as the VNV a long time before the 
German occupation of Belgium became a reality. 

Collaboration in Flanders was driven not only by 
nationalist demands for an independent Flemish state, 
but also by the clear ideological choice in favour of the 
so-called “New Order” made by groups such as the VNV 
in the early 1930s. During the war, some of these nation- 
alists ended up in the German army and the Waffen SS to 
fight the Red Army on the Eastern front. But only a hand- 
ful of these volunteers for the swastika survived their 
anti-communist “adventure”. 

Voorpost itself was founded in 1976 as the action wing 
of the far-right think tank “Were Di”, then presided over 
by Karel Dillen, who two years later founded the Vlaams 
Blok. In the 1980s, Voorpost came to the attention of the 
Belgian national media for its actions in support of the 
apartheid regime in South Africa and against the pres- 
ence of Francophone organisations in the Flemish part 
of Belgium. 

Voorpost has always cherished the “third way” ideol- 
ogy, rejecting both capitalism and communism and pro- 
moting the theories of the French New Right theorist, 
Alain de Benoist, in particular. In recent years, the group 
has become increasingly dominated by followers of the 
type of paganism represented by de Benoist. 

In a strictly legal sense, the extreme right-wing Vlaams 
Blok has nothing to do with Voorpost but, in practice, the 
organisations are closely linked. Since its early days, for 
example, Voorpost has organised the strong-arm squads 
that “protect” Viaams Blok demonstrations against anti- 
fascists. 

Many of Voorpost’s founding members have gone on 
to make successful political careers within the ranks of 
the Vlaams Blok. For example, Roeland Raes, a senator 
and vice-president of the Vlaams Blok since the late 
1970s, was the first president of Voorpost. 

The rapid rise of the Vlaams Blok on the Belgian polit- 
ical scene in the past decade, however, has left Voorpost 
with a “brain drain’, which has reduced its importance 
within the militant Flemish nationalist movement. 





Exploiting rape 
From Stieg Larsson and Pat Hennings 
in Stockholm 


THE FAR-RIGHT Sweden Democrat (SD) party is 
already gearing up for the 2002 national 
election. Born as the racist campaign 
organisation Keep Sweden Swedish (BSS) in 
1979, the SD emerged in its present form in 
1989. Its founding members, including its first 
chairman, Anders Klarstrom, were mainly 
recruited from various nazi organisations. 

Klarstrom, an activist of the violent Nordic 
Reich Party, collected a conviction for death 
threats against a well known anti-fascist 
television personality. During his SD 
stewardship, members were able to move back 
and forth from nazi activism. 

For instance, the 1992 editorial board of the 
party’s paper, the Sweden Courier, was 
composed of activists from the terrorist White 
Aryan Resistance, while the SD’s youth wing 
leader was Robert Vesterlund, today the head of 
the Stockholm “Anti-antifa”. 

Times changed in 1995 when Klarstrom 
stepped down and was succeeded by Mikael 
Jansson, a former member of the mainstream 
Centre Party, who had no visible nazi past. One 
of Jansson’s first acts as chairman, was to weed 
out skinheads and issue a strict ban on political 
uniforms at public meetings. 

The 1998 election results highlighted the fact 
that the SD had serious competition. Throughout 
the 1990s, other extreme right populist and 
racist organisations, not least the populist New 
Democracy, were able to soak up much of the 
potential SD vote. 

In 1998, New Democracy and The New Party, 
led by the millionaire count, lan Wachmeister, 
scored close to 35,000 votes. Since then, 
however, New Democracy has crumbled. the 
remnants announcing a merger with the SD. 

Currently, the SD is focusing on two subjects: 
“feminism” and “anti-racism”. The SD’s embrace 
of these issues has nothing to to with the 
traditional concepts of these ideas but its 
campaigns are efficient. 

When a 15-year-old school-girl was gang-raped 
by five immigrant youths in Rissne, a Stockholm 
suburb, SD activists descended on a local 
school with leaflets spelling out the names and 
immigrant background of the youngsters. The 
message was spelled out: “Stop gang rapes -— 
stop the multicultural society”. 

Pretending to be champions of women’s rights, 
the SD exploited the rape for their own political 
purposes, claiming that the school authorities 
had abandoned the the rape victim and that 
there was a “media conspiracy” to cover up the 
fact that the rapists were immigrants. Although 
most pupils at the Rissne school dismissed the 
SD leaflets as racist trash, the SD was still able 
to win credibility with a few youngsters, who 
went on to form a local SD branch, and is now 
trying to build on its success nationally. 
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RUSSIA 


Moscow a skinhead battlefield 
From Mina Sodman of Tum-balalaika 
in St Petersburg 


A WAVE of nazi violence at concerts in Moscow has left 
anti-fascist musicians feeling intimidated. Over the 
past few months nazi skinheads have targeted several 
concerts organised by anti-fascists or featuring bands 
that have never hidden their anti-fascist position. 
Events are now routinely attacked and threats of 
reprisals made against the bands and their fans. 

The nazis have been opposed by Moscow's first red- 
skin group. Still small, the group wears traditional skin 
gear but with anti-nazi symbols and openly declares 
hostility to the fascists. 

The emergence of the red-skins last year was an 
unpleasant surprise for the nazis, for which they were 
totally unprepared. They have taken the appearance of 
the red-skins as a direct challenge, causing the violence 
to escalate. 

Jerry Rubin's club, famous for its anti-fascist lean- 
ings, has become a target for the nazi skins, but it is not 
the first independent club to be attacked. On 5 
February last year, a horde of nazi skins broke up a con- 
cert by the ska/punk bands Distemper from Moscow 
and Spitfire from St Petersburg at Moscow’s R-Club. 
Rampaging nazis attacked the audience, seriously 
wounding about 15 people, and caused the death of 
one of their own number. 

After he died in hospital, the nazis kept switching 
their accusations of who was responsible for the killing, 
from anti-fascists, to blacks, to Caucasians and back to 
anti-fascists. Spitfire have since received several threat- 
ening e-mails in which the nazis have pledged to 
“cause problems” at the band’s future concerts. 

On 14 October, a concert featuring the bands B 67, 
Unconform, Counterstrike and 095 took place at Jerry 
Rubin's. At around 22:00, a large group of youngsters 
leaving the building were surrounded by a mob of nazis 
who hurled empty beer bottles at them. 

A gang of 20 nazis armed with iron bars then fol- 
lowed some of the youngsters to a nearby underground 
station. Six were seriously wounded and ten sustained 
minor injuries. Other youngsters who managed to get 
back to the club warned the rest of the audience. After 
the concert was over the audience walked to the under- 
ground as a group in order to deter the nazis. 

Later, the far-right football fan group, Urban Kids, 
claimed responsibility for the attack, explaining that 
they had been looking for red-skins because the red- 
skins’ website said they would be at the concert. The 
red-skins were indeed there but stayed inside through- 
out the attack. 

Urban Kids then promised to turn up again to a punk 
concert on 22 October. Accused by some of provoking 
disorder at the concerts, the red-skins e-mailed their 
members a few days beforehand instructing them to 
meet up just before the concert. 

Soon after sending the e-mail, the red-skins received 
a message in their website’s guest-book that they had 
an infiltrator in their ranks. The warning appeared 
accurate. After the red-skins had arrived at their meet- 
ing point and begun making their way to the club, they 
were encircled by a nazi gang armed with bottles and 
iron bars. 

Battle quickly ensued but nobody dared intervene 
until a passer-by unleashed a huge dog against the 
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nazis. A few red-skins were injured and hospitalised, 
one girl suffering a fractured jaw. Some red-skins were 
able to reach the club and prevent the musicians from 
being attacked. The concert was cut short and by the 
time 50 nazis appeared, the club was deserted. 

When the nazis showed up at another concert a week 
later, a special police patrol was watching the venue 
and the nazis were unable to force entry or attack peo- 
ple leaving. This clearly did not deter them because 
they turned up at another gig soon afterwards with T- 
shirts emblazoned with the word “Nazis”. One thug was 
decked out in a shirt bearing the legend “United 
Colours of Holocaust”. They were all thrown out. 

On 5 November, an anti-fascist concert, organised by 
Moscow Youth Anti-fascist Action, was called off after a 
large crowd of skinheads — who outnumbered the audi- 
ence — broke all the windows of the venue, the Sputnik 
cinema, and beat up musicians and guests. The few 
security staff present had to shoot over the crowd's 
heads to restore order. 

The result has been to frighten off musicians who do 
not want to risk damage to their expensive instruments 
or be beaten up. A concert planned for 12 November 
had to be cancelled because the organisers could not 
guarantee proper security for the bands. The concert 
was intended to celebrate the appearance of the third 
issue of the Moscow ska/punk anti-fascist fanzine 
Positive and would have been a big event, with films, 
sales of anti-fascist tapes and literature and a wide vari- 
ety of music. 

If recent violent events in Moscow prove anything, it 
is the absolute necessity of united physical anti-fascist 
resistance by the various youth sub-cultures. Young 
anti-fascists in Moscow who do not organise them- 
selves to throw nazi skins out of their concerts are likely 
to find themselves in hospital. Such a basic under- 
standing of anti-fascist self-defence has been sadly 
lacking in Russia up to now. 





















































































































































































































































































































































From the archives 


20 years ago 
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Auschwitz trial 


Former SS officer Ernst- 
August Konig, 71, faces a 
life sentence if the case 
against him currently being 
heard in the German town of 
Siegen is successful. 

Konig is accussed of mur- 
dering three prisoners in the 
infamous Auschwitz-Birkenau 
death camp and is also 
alleged to have complicity in 
the murder of a further 
1,067 people, mainly 
Romany and Sinti. 

More than ten eye-witness- 
es have identified Konig as 
“a man who carried out 
death sentences for sport” 
and who relished kicking and beating his victims to death, as well as mak- 
ing them run until they collapsed and smashing their skulls with a spade. 
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gets seven years 


British Movement activist 
Roderick (Rod) Roberts was 
sentenced to seven years 
after a week long trial at 
Birmingham Crown Court for 
13 charges relating to pos- 
session of arms, arson and 
offences against the Race 
Relations Act. Roberts had 
pleaded guilty to ten charges 
of possessing weapons 
including a sub-machine 
gun, an anti-riot gun, a 
mauser machine pistol and 
thousands of rounds of 
ammunition, and guilty to 
one charge of arson. Two 
separate trials were held for 
the charges of conspiracy to acquire a mauser pistol with Robert Giles, 
also a BM member, and conspiracy to incite racial hatred, along with 
Harvey Stock, the third member of BM. He was found guilty by the jury on 
both these counts... sht 
The case against both men was most likely decided on the basis of New Cavendish Street 
their admitted arson attempt of 21 October 1979 when they sprayed ) 
“Jobs for Whites” on the door of the Job Centre in Birmingham city centre, 20 765 
and their unashamed commitment to extreme racist politics. +7681 8650 
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THREE CHEERS FOR A UNIFIED GERMANY! 
But, if the White Race is to survive, 
Germans and all other Whites must put 
Racial Loyalty above National Loyalty 
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BOOK! 


with every Searchlight subscription 


Special low price subscription £24.00! 
PLUS MR EVIL - The Secret Life of Racist Pub 
Bomber David Copeland WORTH £14.99 FREE! 


The Secret Life of Racist Bomber 
| and Killer David Copeland 





Graeme McLagan ¥¢ 
& Nick Lowles 





Why PAY £2.50 for Searchlight in the shops when you can save 
20% by getting the magazine delivered direct to your address, 
saving you both time and money? 


Plus, thanks to the savings we make in converting readers into 
subscribers, we are able to give you a free copy of Mr Evil - The 
Secret Life of Racist Pub Bomber David Copeland by Graeme 
McLagen and Nick Lowles. 


Read the book the authorities would prefer had not been 
written. Drawn from Copeland’s startling police confession, 
psychiatric reports, family interviews and correspondence 
between him and the authors while he was in Broadmoor 
awaiting trial, this sensational book reveals the story behind 
the bombing campaign. Was Copeland really acting alone? How 
can such wanton terror possibly be avoided? What blame can 
be laid at the feet of those who led the nazi groups Copeland 
joined? And how many more Copelands are out there? 


Mr Evil is £14.99 in the shops. Your copy won’t cost you a 
penny, it is yours when you start your subscription. 


Send no money now. Simply fill in the form below and return it 
to us. Your cheap-rate subscription will commence with the next 
issue. You will save £6.00 a year and receive a book worth 
£14.99 absolutely free! And after the first 12 months your 
subscription is frozen at the 2000 rate. These are the 
advantages of subscribing. (Offer applicable only in the UK.) 


My name and address 


until cancelled by me in writing. 


Your bank name & address 


Account No 


Signature 


we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, Sort Code 40-17-45, 
HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford, CM2 OLH) 
PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 

This is a UK standing order offer only. All details must be completed to qualify. Cash annual subscriptions are avail- 
able at £24 (UK individuals) and £32 (UK organisations) but without the book, cheques payable to Searchlight 
Magazine. See page 12. Please allow 28 days for delivery of book. Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, 


Start my special subscription at £24 with the next issue and send me my free copy of Mr Evil, worth £14.99. i 
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RANCE AND Belgium were especially con- 
cerned that the accession of Jorg Haider’s FPO 
to office might encourage similar movements 
elsewhere in the EU. However, the EU’s very 
mild measures gave Wolfgang Schiissel’s gov- 
ernment a chance to portray itself as a victim of a “social- 
ist inspired international conspiracy” against Austria. 
With the help of state-owned television and the mass 
daily Neue Kronenzeitung, an emotional atmosphere was 
whipped up making reasonable discussion almost 
impossible. 
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One year ago, the right-wing extremist Freedom Party (FPO) entered into a coalition 
government with the conservative Austrian People’s Party (OVP). In that first year 
Austria has seen off international sanctions unprecedented between EU member states 
and the country’s old cosy political order has been laid to rest. 


descent Haider branded French President Chirac a 
“pocket Napoleon” and accused the Socialist Party and 
the conservative President Thomas Klestil of not doing 
enough to defend Austria. 

The FPO’s Vienna leader, Hilmar Kabas, berated Klestil 
for behaving like “a rogue”. Karl Schnell, the FPO’s chief in 
Salzburg, repeated the accusation in November and said 
the word “rogue” was inadequate to describe Klestil’s 
“un-Austrian’ behaviour when the coalition government 
was sworn into government. 

This and evidence that the FPO had been using police 
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Jorg Haider 
woos a 
German 
audience 














The EU's decision to withdraw i 
universally welcomed abroad and 
Israel. It took another two months t 
his first working visit to another [| 
take years for Austria’s image to be r 
the democratic world. 

Haider is doing his utmost to ¢ 
happen. Until recently, his favoure 
was the USA, where he took a 
University. Nowadays, he is spenc 
time in Italy, especially in those pi 
that were once under Austrian 
Umberto Bossi’s separatist North 
successful. Here “diligent” and “d 
feel threatened by “lazy parasites 
crats” and “foreigners”, believe | 
better under the Austrian rule ani 
nostalgia”. 

The Austrian government repres¢ 
to the right of the current European 
tion has also given rise to a new, ar 
mentary opposition comprising th 
and Green parties, and has, at lo! 
Haider political forces in Austria ou 

Together with more combative 
are vehemently opposed to the gov 
economic policies, these forces cou 
sure on the government both insid 
ment. It is clear is that the cosy o 
ment between “reds” and “black: 
extinct. Austria is likely to become 
moderate to extreme right or a cent 
Greens) government. 

President Klestil, who only re 
approve the present government, i: 
to curb any extreme measures 1! 
might dream up. It was Klestil wh 
and Haider to sign the declaratio 
Austria — A Future in the Heart of Et 

This document, which became 
OVP-FPO coalition agreement, ex 
“commitment to the intellectual ai 
are the common heritage of the jx 
keeping with this heritage, the ¢ 
itself to strive for “an Austria in whi 
semitism and racism have no place 

In the weekly Zur Zeit, which is 
ment, and in the FPO itself, xenoy 
and racism occupy an important p)! 
figures, especially “the Jew” and “th 
invoked as agents of the “world cor 
cians also declaim about “intern. 
repeating the Nazi argument that | 
between “rapacious” and “creative” 

The Austrian government, desp 


abroad, promised to work‘ for fair s 
re —- —l- 7 ace an 88 lh. ini 


